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There are bands that hang around too long, bands that don’t get their due and bands that burn out too soon. Of the latter, Sublime was and remains a penultimate example from the mid-’90s rock scene, standing alongside only perhaps Blind Melon as superlative groups—each known for a catchy hit but capable of so much more given their richly textured albums—felled by the untimely death of their frontman. A great type of biography disc and celebration of the SoCal group, Sublime: Stores, Tales, Lies & Exaggerations tells the story of the band’s DIY, selling-albums-from-their-trunks rise, including live footage of backyard parties in Long Beach, skate shop performances and random acoustic jam sessions — all of which led to their breakout slot on the Warped Tour in 1995. Yet this disc also chronicles the legacy of what was sadly left behind in the wake of the May 1996 death of gravelly-voiced, scat-loving lead singer Brad Nowell, with interviews from peers like Gwen Stefani, Paul Leary, Mike Watt and more. Also included, naturally, are a slew of great tracks—some two dozen in all—audio commentary from director Joel Fischel, three rare and uncut interview sessions with the band from local radio station KROQ’s infamous Weenie Roasts and the “Steppin Razor” music video, among other material. A great way to relive a great time, and a fitting tribute for Sublime. (Stewart Radley)

