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Record Reviews
Thursday 30 September by Tom Hallett
We’re back with more CD/DVD reviews here at the ‘Dial, where it seems that the fruits (and, of course, a few unwelcome veggies) of music’s summer growing season are being delivered by the ton. In the coming weeks, we’ll check out new releases from scads of your old faves, new up-and-comers, reissues, and maybe even a homemade video or two. In the meantime, let’s not waste anymore time—here’s this week’s round-up: 

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: “I felt that people like Rod Stewart had let us down. There was never any relationship between the group and their fans. It was like they sold out.” — Mick Jones of the Clash 

SONG OF THE WEEK: “World Up My Ass” — The Circle Jerks
The Supersuckers
Live In Anaheim (DVD)
Mid-Fi Field Recordings, Vol. 3
(Mid-Fi Field Recordings, 2004) 

Eddie Spaghetti, Rontrose Heathman, Dan “Thunder” Bolton, and drummer Mike Murderburger lay down all the expected Supersucker pandemonium during this fast-paced, blistering, live rock ’n’ roll stage performance, recorded during a whirlwind recent tour at both The House Of Blues and The Casbah clubs. Here you’ll find fiery readings of a whole passel of your faves, including “Pretty Fucked Up” (“... she used to be pretty, but now she’s pretty fucked up ...”), “I Want The Drugs,” “Bad, Bad, Bad,” “One Cigarette Away,” and the by-now classic “Born With A Tail.” All silliness aside (which is hard to do, considering the fact that the band gleefully mocks itself at every available turn—I mean, come on, Eddie Spaghetti? Snobs these cats are not.), this is one outfit that, despite a Minute Man-ish devotion to road life, complete ignorance of their material by radio and conventional TV, and an unhealthy predilection for the very essence of sin, have managed to overcome the cheesy pitfalls that destroy many a band and morph into one of the tightest rock combos you’ll find working the circuit today. Bonuses include a hilarious self-interview of the ’Suckers by Spaghetti (he asks each member, including a “trick photog” version of himself, two questions: “If you could have one of two superpowers—being able to fly, or being invisible—which would it be? And would you use the power for good or evil?”) as well as a free audio CD of a country show, which includes the tracks “Dead In The Water,” “Double Wide,” “Creepy Jackalope Eye,” and an absolutely amazing rendition of The Commodores’ “Sail On.” A must-have for fans, and a great introduction to a band that’s not afraid to howl: “You know, I’m in league with Satan/And you know, there can be no debatin’/My hell-bound trail/I was born with a tail...” Long live the Supersuckers!! 
