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Gimme Some Lovin’: Live 1966
Music Video Distributors

Inhindsight, maybe naming theband
The Spencer Davis Group wasn’t the
greatestidea. Thisissueisraised, rather
indelicately, in an interview from the
1966 Finnish television performance
thatoccupies the first third of this DVD.
While the band is on lunch break, a
younginterviewer asksthe bandleader,
“Every group hasa face; don’tyouthink
that Stevie is the face of the Spencer
Davis Group?”

Winwood sits quietly across the table
while Davis tries to be diplomatic and
keep his dignityintact. But the point is
brought into sharper focus during the
performance segments, which reveal HOW
. Winwood, all of 18 and still struggling 5§ s to sali =
with acne, already a quadruple threat 2| : =
— lead guitarist, keyboardist, vocalist 2
extraordinaire, and burgeoning song-
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writer. Clearly, his destiny was not to
be the front man in a group bearing
someoneelse’s name, andin fact hesplit
to form Traffic the following year.
Even today, theaspect of Winwood’s
multi-pronged attack that comes as a
surprise to people is his guitar play-
ing. But the same player who would
provide the lead work on “Dear Mr.
Fantasy” and spar with Clapton on
Blind Faithwas a startlingly authentic,
passionate blues plaver early on, as he
displays here. Much like his almost
inexplicably mature vocals, his guitar
(a Strat in the middle position, played
withathumbpick, througha Marshall)
transcendsthe folky, clip-clop country

thisspecial. Theyplay Monk's " Boltvar
Blues™ and Strve Swallow’s “Charlis
Chan_” The latter is bop heaven, at a
pace not designed for the normal hu-
man heartornormal goitarist’s fingers:
Scofield navigates the changes with
the nerves of a thief. It's chorus after
charusof brilliant soloing. Afterward,
Pullen blows the lid off before Smith
runs through rolls and fills that leave
yvon heoting at their speed and prea-

feelof*Mean Woman Blues.” And when
he switches to Hammond, his playing
isequallyimpeccable, on a killer rendi-
tion of “Georgia” and the group’s two
Top 10 hits from that year, “Gimme
Some Lovin and “I'm A Man.” both
co-written by Winwood.

The strengths of the other three-
fourths of the group shouldn’t be
minimized. Older brother Muff
Winwood’s Harmony bass provided
massive low-énd; Peter York was a
superb, jazz-influenced drummer; and
Davis, seven years Stevie’s senior, was
a more-than-capable vocalist (as il-
lustrated here on “Dust My Blues™) and
obviously a great talent scout. But with
the younger Winwood being such an

“really shine in this segment.

® narrator, but the studio scene of the

overwhelming presence, and growing
by leaps and bounds, the handwriting
was on the wall.

The remainder of the DVD consists
of an hour-long documentary for
German television, on Davis and the
1967 edition of the group — with York
still onboard, Phil Sawyer on lead, and
Eddie Hardin on organ. It’s a bit anti-
climacticand difficult towatch in spots
if you don't understand the German

band transforming “I’'m A Man” intoa
jingle for Great Shakes (hey, so did the
Who and Yardbirds) is a hoot.

But it’s the eight live songs by the
original lineup that are worth the
admission price. — DF UR

tevie is the face of t'é'ma(x:r

The last five cuts are his quartet at
the time; foc Lovana on tenor, Anthony
Cox on bass.and John Reillyon droms.
They do four Scofield ergr_,nals and as
vou'd expect, they’re pretry complex,
harmonically. Buot all of the players
nail their parts. This DVD, although 15
years ald, is arare freat; Soo will love ir.

if you haven't g-mned the club, check 1t
out — JH
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