



The Spencer Davis Group - Gimme Some Lovin' Live 1966 (DVD, Cherry Red Films)
This DVD contains some rare and unbelievably high quality footage of the original Spencer Davis Group performing live in 1966. Not only is the sound quality amazing, but the shoot was done using several cameras. The band performs eight songs for what appears to be a group of high school students in another country who look so bored that they could fall asleep (!?!). But despite the lack of enthusiasm from the audience, the group really cranks out the hits. For anyone who was ever let down by his lackluster solo career, this footage shows why so many folks were initially excited about Steve Winwood. His voice is extraordinarily raw and crazed and he has a great deal of stage presence. There is also a lengthy interview segment after the third song in which the band eats, drinks, laughs, smokes, and talks simultaneously. The second segment of the disc (which features the band minus the Winwood brothers) does not work as well. A documentary filmed for a foreign television station, the segment would have been improved tremendously by adding English subtitles. As it is, the documentary does contain some interesting footage...but nothing comes close to the quality of the first performance. Overall, this is an intriguing look back that shows why this group was one of the biggest bands of the 1960s... (Rating: 5)
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