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There has never been a band like Einsturzende 
Neubauten before, and there will never be one like them 
in the future. They are perhaps the most unique band 
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ever to exist and they were one of the main pioneers in 
the genre of music that became known as Industrial 
Music. Neubauten aren't just a band, they are artists 
who can find beauty and sound out of items others 
discarded in a junkyard. In fact, it is an old junkyard, or 
warehouse that most of this DVD was recorded.

The band seldom ever used traditional instruments, 
instead they would craft their own out of shopping carts, 
sheet metal, plastic jugs, jackhammers, sanders, etc. 
The lengths they would go to just to create specific 
sounds for their songs could almost be diagnosed as 
obsessive compulsive disorder. Its an amazing process 
that they go through to make these songs and it is quite 
a site to witness.

This DVD was originally recorded and released in Japan 
in 1985. Nearly every song on here is from their now-
classic "Halber Mensch" album, which was definitely a 
high point in their lengthy career. That album was the 
middle ground between the early chaos and cacophony 
of their early works, and the more traditional musical 
structure that would follow (while never letting go of 
what made them so special in the first place).

More than half of this DVD is a live performance, the 
other is like performance art set to studio tracks. The 
sound is phenomenal throughout and visually it is top-
notch. It really does their live show justice with the 
camera work and editing, you get to see every gimmick 
they made to create their songs up close, so close you 
can almost feel the sparks hit your clothes. This type of 
video is exactly the sort of thing you'd see up on the TV 
screen while visiting Wax Trax Records back in the day.

While the band continues on even today, sadly they 
sound nothing like they did on this DVD, nor are many of 
the members still part of the band. This disc features the 
original lineup, the combination of which made 
something magical that is never going to be duplicated, 
and the current remains of the band will never top. If 
you are a fan and own their albums, this is a perfect 
companion piece. If you are curious about the band and 
wanted to check them out for the first time, I couldn't 
recommend a better introduction to their early works 
than this.

Buy this DVD
Einsturzende Neubauten official website

Posted by MXV at April 29, 2005 09:29 PM 
Posted to Reviews 

Comments

MXV is back! Nice revue on a very strange and cool 
band. I have a couple LPs from these guys. Thanks!

Posted by: Don on May 2, 2005 10:52 AM 
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Ah, the days when E.N. were still terrifying mooks all 
over the globe... at least there's still Whitehouse and 
Wolf Eyes keeping up the fine tradition of audial rape. 

Love this blog-- excellent writing, informative as hell, 
and the mp3's are greatly appreciated... keep it coming!

Posted by: Jake Thee Pope on May 5, 2005 01:46 AM 

come to my house how ever the fuck u r it will be just 
me if not get fucked show your face at my place face 
geter done 

Posted by: sk8 on May 6, 2005 10:34 AM 
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