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LOVECRAFT- FEAR OF THE UNKNOWN (DVD)

Wienerworld

Release date: February 7th 2011

Certificate (UK): E

Running time: 90 minutes

Director: Frank H. Woodward

Cast: Gullermo Del Torro, John Carpenter

Lovecraft – Fear of the Unknown is a feature length documentary which manages to stay true to its subject
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matter while at the same time documenting, with much insight, the life of this peculiar man. It chronicles not just

Lovecraft’s work and life but also traces the roots of his imagination to its earliest sprouting.

Beginning with the account of how is father went insane when Lovecraft was a child and taking us right through to

his later years when he wrote The Call of Cthulhu (published in 1928) which introduced readers to more weird

and terrifying creatures from other worlds. Lovecraft – Fear of the Unknown also features interviews with

John Carpenter, Guillermo Del Toro, Neil Gaiman, Stuart Gordon, Caitlin Kiernan, and Peter Straub, just a few

of the many who have been influenced by his work.

Lovecraft’s impact can be felt with recent films such as Pirates of

the Caribbean (2003) and Hellboy (2004). Del Toro’s passion for

Lovecraft is about scale new heights as the director now plans to

bring At the Mountains of Madness to the big screen in 2013

(although this is not discussed in the documentary, which was made

in 2008). But Lovecraft’s hand can be felt in literature, art, music

and even kids toys. With the interviews presented here, we get a

strong sense of that.

Coupled with its spooky soundtrack is the voice of Robin Atkin

Downes who provides not only the narration but also speaks all the

parts of Lovecraft, giving the effect that he’s really there.

Surprisingly, the documentary also spends time on the issue of

Lovecraft’s asinine xenophobia. It’s not sidestepped but brought to

the light where it can be examined closely. It seems the man who

wrote extensively about the fear of the unknown was actually quite

afraid of those he didn’t know, having lived in isolation for much of

his life.

The oldest and strongest emotion of mankind is fear,

And the oldest and strongest kind of fear is of the unknown.

- H.P. Lovecraft

SPECIAL FEATURES:

Extended Interviews

Lovecrafian Art Gallery

Trailer

Despite his Old World prejudices we can’t deny that Lovecraft had a wonderful and frightening mind and more

than anything, that’s the focus here. Its strong narration and story-driven structure with relevant and interesting

interviews makes Lovecraft – Fear of the Unknown an appealing documentary for fans both old and new.
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 Never Enough Hours In The Days Of A Queen

 First Look At X-Men: First Class

 Source Code: The Next Deja Vu?

 Jon Hopkins: Monsters Score

 Welcome To Forks, Washington

Documentaries

 Amy Hardie’s The Edge Of Dreaming

 The Origin Of The Work Of Art

 Man Of Aran & The Nature Of Documentary

 The Indomitable Spirit Of A Matriarch

 Lovecraft – Fear of the Unknown

Classics

 A Tale Of Two Wives, Move Over Darling

 El Bruto, Luis Bunuel’s Beauty & The Beast

 All Aboard The Flying Scotsman

 Brighton Rock, British Poetic Realism

 James Dean: Celebrating 80 Years!
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 The Legend Of Ip Man Continues
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 Urban Alienation And Dystopian Filmmaking

 Sometimes, I Think In My Heart
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 Unrequited Love: The Secret In Their Eyes
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 K-20: The Legend Of The Black Mask

Cult Movies

 Empire State, A Taste Of 1980′s London

 Let’s Go On A Goonie Adventure!

 Who’s That Girl Causing A Commotion?

 A Manhattan Murder Mystery

 Yummy…Tastes Just Like Chicken!

Exclusive Interviews

 Leslee Udwin

(West Is West)

 Emmanuel Laurent

(Two In The Wave)

 John Carpenter

(The Ward)

 Clint Mansell

(Black Swan)

 David Arnold

(Chronicles Of Narnia)

 M. Night Shyamalan

(Devil)
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(The Wildest Dream)
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(Psychosis)
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(The Big Uneasy)
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 Jon Hopkins: Monsters Score

 Chopin takes off: The Flying Machine

 Who Lives, Who Dies? Scream 4

 David Fincher: The Social Network

 Aaron Sorkin: The Making Of The Social Network

 Recreating Tangshan’s 1976 Earthquake

 The Making of TRON: Legacy

 Daft Punk: TRON Legacy Score

 Harry Potter & The Amazing Gallery!

 Jigsaw’s Legacy, The Art of Saw 2004/2010

Write for Static Mass

If you are passionate not only about watching movies but also about writing, we would love to hear from you!

Please » get in touch and let us know whether you have a favorite genre, an interest for example in World Cinema, and how

often you could write reviews and or features for us.

You can as well send us your features and reviews right away. We look forward to receiving articles between 750 and 1,000

words, submitted as a Word document.

Coming Soon

Exciting news... From the summer, we will be featuring short films on Static Mass!
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If you are a filmmaker and have a project running, or have just completed one, please » let us know. We will be getting in

touch and send you all the details.

If you are a short film fanatic and know about short films that have deserved a lot more attention, please » drop us a line.

We look forward to hearing from you!
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