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Thankfully, there is light at the end of the tunnel. In particular, Piper and Jones are enthusiastic about
Record Store Day, fueled by hundreds and hundreds of exclusive singles and EPs created by bands
comprised of people who first learned about music in independent record shops. Admittedly, the situation is
not all sunshine and roses. One 100-year-old record shop is shown going out of business in the middle of the
documentary, and despite Piper's best efforts, there's no way to fairly paint the resurgence of music lovers
in record stores as more than a promising development -- there's no telling how long it will last. Even so,
that upbeat attitude is all part of the film's overall philosophy. This isn't a sob story about record stores, it's
a warm and loving tribute.

The DVD

Simplicity is always appreciated when it comes to modern DVD cover design, although Last Shop Standing
might downplay itself a little too far, without a single photograph or still from the film itself appearing on the
case. The front is simply a picture of a record collection from the side, and the back is nothing but text. It's
a little bland, and might leave some viewers unsure if they're picking up an actual documentary feature or
some other kind of supplement to Jones' book. The disc comes packaged in a transparent eco-friendly
Amaray (thinner plastic, no holes), and there is no insert, nor any art printed on the reverse of the sleeve.

The Video and Audio

Last Shop Standing gets a basic 1.85:1 anamorphic / Dolby Digital 2.0 presentation on DVD. Although the
film was funded by Kickstarter and shot on the cheap, it's been handled well in its transfer to home video,
where the usual suspects (aliasing, banding, artifacts) are all kept at bay. Audio is mainly just talking heads
and the occasional rock song, generally from an era before 5.1 audio, so it sounds just fine. It helps that all
the content on the disc only barely crosses two hours. No subtitles are provided, but closed captions are
available for those whose televisions support them.

The Extras

Two short supplementary clips, which play like "bonus chapters" to the movie, are included first. "The
Rebirth Continued" (4:35) is a short follow-up video with further comments by Graham Jones, although
those who "stay through the credits" will recognize half of this clip, shot at Pie & Vinyl, from the very end of
the documentary. "Shop Talk" (6:29) is a reel of the shopkeepers telling stories from their years behind the
counter.

The rest of the extras consist of extended interviews with the celebrities interviewed in the film (Johnny
Marr - 25:31, Paul Weller - 4:38, Jo Good - 6:16, Richard Hawley - 12:12, and Billy Bragg - 7:26), plus a
bonus all-new interview (Sid Griffin - 8:32). It's almost a shame, watching some of these performers fondly
reminiscing about record stores, that the documentary wasn't expanded to 80 minutes to accommodate
some of this material.

An original theatrical trailer is also included.

Conclusion
Recommended. This short, sweet little look at a crucial aspect of the music industry is energized by the
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love and passion of the record store owners and musicians interviewed, and the disc really sweetens the
deal with almost 80 minutes of additional interviews that fans should enjoy watching.

Please check out my other DVDTalk DVD, Blu-Ray and theatrical reviews and/or follow me on Twitter.

What Do You Think?

Warning: http://www .dv dtalk.com/review s/60765/last-shop-standing-the-rise-fall-and-rebirth-of-the-independent-
record-shop-deluxe-edition is unreachable.

Andy Chirchirillo * Oakland, Maryland

Thank you for bringing my attention to this doc. If we lose record stores we lose a
lot.
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