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January found me at both a major publishing conference as well as annual Arts Presenters Conference in New York, both of which helped me locate some real special “discoveries” you’ll be reading about in the months ahead. Great books, some fantastic CDs and new performing artists carrying on the great tradition of the American Popular Song. So there will be plenty of great finds to share this year. But now on to this month’s finds.

From Music Video Distributors comes a series of three wonderful Jazzmemories DVD biographies produced by the Spanish EFORFILMS company. Each contains a 30-45 minute documentary with British narration and lots of bonus features, including full performances of the excerpts in the bios.  The Genius of Lady Day: Billie Holiday contains rare TV and film footage giving us a rare chance to see her in the last years of her short 44-year life. The bonuses include four musical performances from the film New Orleans, a worn – but rare – print of her 1950 Universal short with Count Basie and 15 (!) other rare TV appearances. This is essential for hard core Holiday fans. The 45-minute bio on The Legendary Nat” King” Cole reveals some fascinating info about this artist who virtually crossed the “color line” on radio and TV. We learn that he met his wife while performing in Shuffle Along of 1938 and see 18 brief performance clips. The documentary is not indexed but, instead, the Bonus materials include direct access to the full versions of the 18 music numbers. The clips with Oscar Peterson, Sammy Davis Jr. and a number with Johnny Mercer are just icing on the cake. This one is fabulous. Also currently available, with similar features is The Incomparable Lena Horne. Head over to www.musicvideodistributors.com and grab these. You won’t be sorry.
