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DVD REVIEW

MAGIC SUN (1966)
Directed by Phil Niblock
Review By David Carter

As part of their Unheard Music Series, Atavistic has released a 1966 short film 
of Sun Ra and His Outer Space Arkestra performing "The Magic Sun." Sun Ra 
and his various "Arkestras" were pioneers of experimental jazz since the 1950's. 
He continued breaking sonic boundaries up through the 80's and early 90's and 
is best remembered for his tour-de-force recording "Space is the Place" from 
the 1970's. While revered by his fellow musicians and critics, Sun Ra achieved 
very little mainstream success, largely due to the avant-garde nature of his 
music. Sun Ra's music is both powerful and polarizing, being either brilliant or 
unlistenable noise depending on the listener, but no doubt evoking a response.

Phil Niblock, an experimental musician himself as well as artist and filmmaker 
attempted to capture the energy of Sun Ra's music with "The Magic Sun." While 
it can be seen as an early form of the music video is so common today, it is by 
no means primitive. Niblock took extreme close up footage of the Arkestra's 
movements during the performance, opting to examine them as individuals 
rather than a unit. Niblock then uses only the negative of that footage. What 
the viewer is given is primarily a black screen with occasional flashes of white. 
The kinetic nature of the footage, while not necessarily in sync with the music, 
is very much a visual representation of Sun Ra's dynamic style of experimental 
jazz.

"The Magic Sun" is no doubt a must-have for Sun Ra's faithful. In addition to 
the performance, there are four "philosophical proclamations" from Ra himself 
from the same time period. Film lovers who are not familiar with Ra's work or 
experimental jazz as a genre will want to check out this DVD as well though. 
Niblock's footage is a psychedelic masterpiece that grabs the eye and pulls the 
viewer along with the frenetic pace of Ra's song. Ra's music and this film may 
not impress everyone, but serious film and music lovers will no doubt be 
pleased.

LATEST DVD REVIEWS

Abnormal: The Sinema of 
Nick Zedd (3/13)
Ancient Evil 2 (3/20) 
Angel Guts: High School Co-
ed (UPDATED 3/12)
Another Lonely Hitman 
(3/13 Advance)
Audition (3/9) 
Aussie Horror Set # 2 (3/7) 
Bedroom (3/9) 
Doppelganger (3/8) 
Enter...Zombie King (3/12) 
Flavia the Heretic (3/7) 
House with Laughing 
Windows (3/9) 
I am a Nymphomaniac 
(3/9) 
Killer Must Kill Again (3/8) 
Magic Sun (3/20) 
Onibi: The Fire Within (3/13 
Advance) 
Phone (3/8) 
Polymorph (3/8) 
Residents - Icky Flix (3/12) 
Tale of Two Sisters (3/13) 
Uzumaki (3/9) 
Whispering Corridors (3/20) 
Wicker Man (3/9) 
Yakuza Demon (3/7) 

BOOK REVIEWS:
Cruising the Anime City 
(3/8) 

UPCOMING DVD REVIEWS

964 Pinnochio
Andromedia
Bazaar Bizarre
Black Sun: The Nanking 
Massacre
Cat and the Canary
Don't Play Us Cheap
Geek Maggot Bingo
Gozu
Koma
Love Rites
Shogun's Samurai
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Snake of June
Sweet Sweetback's 
Baadasssss Song
Twilight Samurai
Whispering Corridors
and MORE!

LATEST CD REVIEWS

Behemoth - Demigod (2/14)
Deviant Surgeons - Global 
Mass Grave (2/14)
Lord Gore - Resickened 
(2/14) 
Solace in the Shadows - 
Screaming to Survive 
(2/14) 
Splatterhouse - The House 
that Dead Built (2/14) 
Zombie Ritual - Zombie 
Party (2/14) 
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