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New Releases
Music DVD
A journey to another musical dimension

Fans of vintage freakout are directed to ''Sun Ra -- The Magic Sun," composer/filmmaker Phill Niblock's black-and-white, intensely stylized vision of the music of the jazz originator (above).

Made in mid-'60s New York and shot on special negative film stock, ''Magic Sun" matches extreme close-ups of the musicians of Sun Ra's Solar Arkestra with a soundtrack of the band in full flight. The rompingly out-there piano work of the Ra himself -- like Duke Ellington playing out of a dimensional portal -- pokes and steers the music through its private cosmos, where free jazz flame-outs drift alongside brassy big band echoes and the screen is filled with ears, lips, fingers, all glowing like celestial bodies against a black-as-night background.

''I hate your positive absolute reality," Sun Ra once declared, and Niblock seems to have taken him at his word, making not the remotest concession to the normal; as reeds scream and drums mutter in caverns of reverb, the images become indistinguishable daubs of light, changing with stroboscopic speed. The DVD also features recordings of Sun Ra making a number of his ''pronouncements," ranging from the dubious -- ''USSR means US Senior, and that of course makes Russia the father" -- to the musingly sartorial: ''The space age calls for space wear, and after all my space wear is the casual type -- that is, far out in a cool manner." Indeed. (MVD, $14.95; available now)

- James Parker
