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Music DVD Filter
Timothy J. O'Brien
The Magic Sun
A film by Phill Niblock
Featuring Sun Ra & His Solar Arkestra
(Unheard Music Series)

Sun Ra claimed to be from Saturn. There's no doubt that Ra was a one of a kind artist and bandleader that was at the forefront of jazz stylistic innovations that would come to be known as free jazz. As could be expected of a film that features Sun Ra's music, this one will be filed under the avant garde category in your video outlet. Putting it into the avant garde bin doesn't really do it justice. It would be better suited to its own category; let's just call it the cosmic weirdness section for want of a better term. The film is shot in black and white and shown as a negative similar to some scenes in the Jean-Luc Godard French New Wave classic Alphaville. The main film is almost seventeen minutes long and consists mostly of extreme close ups of the musicians playing the Sun Ra title composition. The rest of the disc consists of four spoken word proclamations by Sun Ra that are heard while still 1965 photos of various band members are projected on the screen. The first section, "Ra Speaks" doesn't have any musical accompaniment but is the most informative for Sun Ra fans. He talks about his philosophy and recording career. The other three "Eternal Ltd.," "My Children," and "Truth is Bad" contain more existential orations by Sun Ra. All tracks were recorded in the mid 1960's and the last two have Sun Ra playing unamplified electric piano while "Eternal Ltd." features a trumpet and Sun Ra on electric piano. The extras are a gallery of the Unheard Music series CD catalog and the Atavistic DVD catalog. The DVD catalog allows you to click on each title to get a preview. Take a trip to Sun Ra's universe with this disc and you won't want to come back to earth. 
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