
The Magic Sun DVD (Atavistic/MVD) This is a 1966 experimental film by Phil Niblock that documents Sun Ra and his Arkestra performing some amazing music while being photographed in extreme close-ups , shot in lush, prisitine black and white, processed in reverse (so the black becomes white and vice versa). The result falls somewhere between abstract art and lunar landscapes, two very appropriate destinations for mid-60s Sun Ra. This isn’t comparable in power to Ra’s 1950s film, The Cry of Jazz, the amazing work Atavistic released last year that situated Ra as the volatile center of the inevitable black revolution mapped out in the history of jazz. And this doesn’t capture the profound absurdity that makes Ra’s genius sublime, as does his 70s film the sci fi/blaxploitation flick Space is the Place. But this is the perfect film to fall between those two masterpieces. Despite being created at a time when the Arkestra had fully developed its cosmology, this foregoes the freakiness and is really about the power and inspiration of their music. And if you need to situate Sun as a space traveler here to liberate the ghettos, the bonus material here includes several genius orations by Mr. Ra from that period, accompanied by great photos.
