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Activism by Sun Ra: 

Sun Ra (a.k.a. Herman Sunny Blount) is a powerful combination of things literal and metaphorical. Herman was born in Birmingham, Alabama; Sun Ra claims to have visited us from another planet. Equally conflicting is album information and personnel. Sun Ra’s musical production was so prolific that scribes are still puzzling to piece together his vast catalogue. 
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The Cry of Jazz featuring Sun Ra and his Arkestra segregates non-black viewers from African-Americans under the guise of “African Americanism.” Hopefully, we have progressed far and wide in the 45 years since this film was produced. One wonders. Play this feature in Vancouver, a gateway of Canadian immigration, and the audience would burst into laughter, so overwhelming is the “futureless future” presented by the filmmaker. 

This is not to dispute the real difficulties in our lives; it is merely to opine that misery is not (as the film suggests) entirely endemic to skin colour. In this respect, The Cry of Jazz assaults all forms of humanism. 

Director Edward O. Bland wisely explores a fundamental duality: the freedom of jazz within the confines of everyday life. The ideas of Bland and Sun Ra resonate best here. The dichotomy survives in today’s jazz players: intrinsic satisfaction amid fiscal poverty. The Cry of Jazz also includes a sound explanation of the technical characteristics of New Orleans jazz, bop and swing – a welcome sight to the eyes of the initiate. 

The Cry of Jazz deserves a place on the shelf of provocation. In 35 minutes, one seethes at the stupidity of categorizing people of any colour by the pigment of their skins. Thank GAWD I saw this film! I was going to blame jazz on my Scottish and French ancestors. 

Release Date: February 10, 2004. 
Studio: Music Video Distributors. 

http://www.allaboutjazz.com/php/article.php?id=1994
