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Kudos to Timex and ABC for bringing about this curious pairing of American icons. I may go smash my watch, borrow my brother’s and watch Alias in their honor. Huh? Yeah, well, that on the surface makes about as much sense as this finale to The Frank Sinatra Show. In the late 1950s, Timex sponsored a series of variety show specials under the aforementioned general banner. They were moderately successful, and the last—taped on May 12, 1960 in Miami, upon Elvis Presley’s completion of his national service—was among the most notable. It pairs the king of rock ‘n’ roll with the prince of croon, or at least teases you with that promise for its hour-long duration, during which you get some performances inspired (Sinatra cooing “Gone With the Wind” and “Witchcraft”) and insipid (the Tommy Hansen Dancers offering up a “Chipmunk Mania Tribute”). Sammy Davis, Jr., Peter Lawford, Joey Bishop, the Nelson Riddle Orchestra and the like all show up to kill time before Elvis’ entrance around the 35-minute mark, after which he sings “Fame and Fortune” and “Stuck on You,” which is no relation to the recent Matt Damon-Greg Kinnear movie of the same name. Sinatra and Presley then team up for a medley of “Love Me Tender” and “Witchcraft,” a truly sublime moment bringing together two of American music’s icons of the entire 20th century. So, after another Timex promotional segment—part of the original broadcast—the show concludes with Nancy Sinatra joining Frank for a duet of “Love Makes You Feel So Young” then soloing us out with “Let’s Dance”? Like I said: huh?! (Jonah Fule)
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