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No happy couple, Elvis Presley and Frank Sinatra came from two separate generations that didn’t always get along. While Presley had nice things to say about Sinatra ("I admire the man. He’s a great success and a fine actor."), Sinatra despised rock ’n’ roll, reflecting the fogey attitudes of the time when he said in Western World magazine in 1958, "Rock ’n’ roll smells phony and false. It is sung, played and written for the most part by cretinous goons and by means of its almost imbecilic reiteration, and sly, lewd, in plain fact dirty lyrics, it manages to be the martial music of every side-burned delinquent on the face of the Earth. It is the most brutal, ugly, desperate, vicious form of expression it has been my misfortune to hear."
Still, by 1960, Sinatra realized Presley’s draw and invited him onto the final episode of his tv special The Frank Sinatra Show, paying him $125,000, the highest fee any tv guest received at that time. Elvis, returning from his Army duty, is greeted by manic shrieking from the female contingent of the studio audience. On hand are Rat Pack members Joey Bishop and Sammy Davis Jr. who, along with Sinatra, make fun of the Elvis phenomenon and joke that Sinatra really wished that Presley stayed in the military, a joke that probably cuts close to the truth. There isn’t a whole lot of visible chemistry when the two appear together, Sinatra singing the Elvis hit "Love Me Tender" and Presley tackling Sinatra’s signature "Witchcraft" in a quick medley. But it is a gas to watch Presley snap his fingers, shake his shoulders and do his best Sinatra impression right next to the man.
The DVD, which features the entire, uncut show, also includes an absurd dancing Chipmunk Mania tribute, an Oriental wedding dance, lots of shtick and dancing from Bishop and Davis Jr., as well as guest Peter Lawford and the original Timex promotional segments that show a porpoise swimming and leaping with a waterproof Timex watch in its mouth. But all of this is downtime in between the appearances by Sinatra and Presley, both of whom could command a stage like few others before or since. Sinatra delivers a knockout version of "Witchcraft" on his own–no camera angles, props or fancy instrumentation–just him belting out the tune with style. And Presley takes the show into the next era of music on "Stuck on You" with his countrified rockabilly rhythms and slick vocal harmonies–quite a contrast to the Rat Pack’s swing sound.
Despite the less-than-great picture quality, it’s an odd and somewhat dazzling sight, these two greats on the same stage making nice.
–Adam Bregman
