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	The Frank Sinatra Show with Ella Fitzgerald

(Four Stars) Variety shows are the dinosaurs of broadcast television … gone but not forgotten by anyone old enough to have watched a single episode of “The Ed Sullivan Show.” No one understands precisely what killed the estimable genre, but it has nothing to do with meteors or sudden climate changes. Remastered tapes of “The Frank Sinatra Show” are finally emerging from the dusty vaults of TV history, and, primitive as they remain in quality, the performances are something to be cherished. Sinatra and Ella Fitzgerald are in top form here, and the mutual respect is palpable in every song. Music Video Distributors also has just released “The Incomparable Lena Horne,” “Billie Holiday: The Life and Artistry of Lady Day” and “The Legendary Nat King Cole,” as part of its valuable Jazz Memories series. Great stuff.

“Ike & Tina Turner: Live in ’71” captures the great R&B duo -- as well as their dynamic band and lucious Ikettes -- at a point in their long careers when both were starting to be noticed by white America. Tina, of course, would become a huge crossover star, while Ike’s terrific musicianship would be obscured by Tina’s accusations of spousal and substance abuse. The songs here reflect both their past R&B triumphs (“Ooo Poo Pah Doo”) and short future together as a rock icons (“Proud Mary,” “Honky Tonk Women”). Also included are renditions of songs from the Phil Specter-produced album, “River Deep, Mountain High,” one of the great musical documents of the last 50 years. -- Gary Dretzka
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