



Frank Sinatra - The Frank Sinatra Show with Ella Fitzgerald (DVD, Music Video Distributors, Variety show)


Taped on December 10, 1959, this DVD presents The Frank Sinatra Show in its entirety as it was originally aired (complete with campy Timex commercials). It is refreshing seeing Sinatra perform at such a young age (before he became a caricature of himself in later years). Frank's a real charmer in this show which was filmed in Palm Springs. Guests on the show include The Hi-Lo's, Hermoine Gingold, Peter Lawford, Juliet Prowse (who Frank was dating during the filming), and Red Norvo...but the woman who steals the show is (not surprisingly)...Ella Fitzgerald. Ella was a true charmer, and her rendition of "There's a Lull in My Life" is so beautiful that it will almost certainly bring tears to your eyes. The Hi-Lo's provide some unbelievable four part harmonies on "Love Walked Right In"...and even perform one number with Sinatra ("I'll Never Smile Again"). Some of the bits are just too corny for words...particularly the segments featuring Gingold and Lawford (truly cheesy stuff which will no doubt appeal to drag queens)...but this is, overall, an enlightening glimpse of what television entertainment was really like in the late fifties. Releases like this are what make Music Video Distributors such a wonderful presence in the world... (Rating: 5+)
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