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Probably better live in the real sense, Iggy and the Stooges (yes, including the Asheton boys) do a nonetheless fine job on this Creem-produced DVD of rocking the DTE Energy Music Center (known as Pine Knob to we Michiganders) along with Mike Watt, who plays bass for the night, and Steve Mackay on sax. Iggy is a much under appreciated American icon; his music with the Stooges go down in history as some of the finest, most copied stuff out there. There’s literally not a rock band extant worth its balls who hasn’t heard Raw Power or, for that matter, tried to match the uncontrolled sexual energy that the Detroit band created seemingly without attempt. From the band’s popular arsenal here comes “I Wanna Be Your Dog” and the inimitable “TV Eye,” as well as “1969,” but the real fun begins as the concert’s crescendo arrives during the mid-point of “Real Cool Time,” as the squirming-ly, ever shirtless and snakelike Iggy invites the audience on stage to flail around along with him; this seamlessly goes into “No Fun” as the crowd continues its adrenaline-fueled dance — and, well, madness ensues, as one expects from Iggy and the Stooges show. Fun, no doubt, was had by all those who weren’t stomped by the rushing crowd (we Michiganders know how these disenfranchised Detroit and Detroit-surrounding area types can get). Extras include reading by Mike Watt from his journal accompanied by the same concert footage; in-store concert footage of the Stooges at a New York record store, which, care of the cameraman, cuts off Iggy now and then; some sing-a-long versions to the concert tunes; a photo gallery; and, the most enticing, too short archive footage of such bands as the Dead Kennedys, the Germs, the Circle Jerks and more. (Aaron M. Fontana)
