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Iggy & The Stooges: Live In Detroit

(MVD Music Videos)
***
Stooges first hometown show in thirty years caught on camera

When American primitives, Iggy and The Stooges’ reconstituted themselves last year-- with the help of former Minuteman and uber Stooges fan Mike Watt filling in the bass parts for the late Dave Alexander and later day sideman Steve MacKay on a unrestrained and insinuating sax--they decided to document their first hometown show on DVD instead of taking to the road on a protracted tour. With only a handful of dates under their belts, and two weeks of rehearsals, these punk avatars stormed a Detroit shed with a energy and sincerity that never evident during their formative years. While the camera work on this DVD is rather amateurish and the lighting sub par, this most loved, and alternately most despise band shows that they still have the power and magic to inflame a stage, whether from Iggy’s sneering deliver of “that animal song,” performing the band’s signature love song “I Wanna Be Your Dog,” twice, to his rather erudite and philosophical rendering of "Funhouse"—a song that seemed to sum up this rather unexpected reunion, with it’s prescient lyrics of “We’ve been separated for far too long,” and ending with Iggy’s searing repeated incantation “I Am You,” further blurring the lines that were always so sketchily drawn between the Stooges and their fans. To it's credit, this DVD manages to catch the same bristling undercurrents between Iggy Pop and guitarist Ron Asheton that led to the band’s demise in 1973, heightened every time Pop gives the musician stage direction. Scott Asheton still bashes his drums with a icy rage, never changing his stoic expression, or unbuttoning his flannel shirt under the brutal lights, and it’s these revealing moments that make this reunion high human drama to accompany the still-raw and feral stage presence of the band who helped lay the groundwork for the first wave of punk, and establish the Motor City as an enlightened musical nexus. 
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