BURN THIS INTERVIEW

If so, 

Q: Why'd you guys decide to go with "burn this" stance? Isn't yr distro kind of freaking out? 

It is a combination of things that occurred to me organically. I liked Napster. I like Kazaa Lite. I like getting media free. I also like buying it, and buy records and pay to see movies often. I hate major labels (my band, Bomb, was on Warner Brothers and it was a drag). And the title of the DVD is an homage to two of my heroes, Abbie Hoffman (Steal This Book—I got in trouble at school for reading it when I was 12) and Nick Zedd (Steal this Video—he influenced almost everything on MTV and on Madison Ave. and never made a dime). 

Big fat millionaires Metallica blew it by persecuting and prosecuting file sharers, yet the bragged on Garage Band Inc.’s liner notes about making cassettes from each other’s record collections in their lean days. Those idiots (and most everyone else on the radio) strategically hire marketing groups to tell them how to appear to have integrity. Anyone with a quarter of a brain can see through it. 

They used to be cool. 

Public Enemy are cool. They loved Napster. They are on a mission and understand that it’s more important that some kid with no money has their song than it is to drag him into court for their six cents. They fired their label and still make a good living selling their stuff without a middleman via the Internet. And they don’t have to ask permission to make art. They just do it. 

I like making a modest living at art and have, more or less, for decades. So rather than come from a place of fear (of technology), I came from a place of love. I want to invent a new business model that involves giving things away AND making a small sustainable wage. Screw copy protection. It’s piggy. I want to make enough money to get by, and I want to give away art and spread good ideas. I think it’s a revolutionary action. The more art there is in the world, the less guns and bombs there are in the world. And this movie encourages art. 

I think part of making this work involves creating star-quality art but ignoring the star system. Be a worker among workers. The world needs less big stars and more little ones. I’d rather see 1000 women as cool as Madigan Shive or Lydia Lunch each selling 100,000 records than Britney Spears selling 100 million. 

We picked our distribution company carefully. Before I even picked the “burn this” title, I turned down a few people offering good deals, because I felt that they weren't the right company to raise my baby. 

Our distributor, Music Video Distributors, had no problem with it. They’re smart, not afraid of the future like most companies, and therefore realized that the goodwill of selling/giving would generate enough press to probably sell more rather than less. They not only took it on, they gave me a good advance, which let me pay my editor and get part way out of the debt I’ve incurred making this labor of love. 

I hope other people will follow the “Burn this DVD” model. I think it’s the first step in putting major labels and movie studios out of business. They are fat and slow and have no place in an Internet-speed economy. 

-----

Next question? 

