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12 O'CLOCK HIGH - Complete Sessions Volumes 1 & 2 DVD ( / Music Video Distributors) From what I know, 12 O'clock High was a video program (named after the book on WWII B2 bombers by Beirne Lay Jr. and Robert Lansing, or maybe the movie, or the 1960s TV series or maybe the game... whichever). But, boy did they show some obscure and rarely-seen music videos, as well as some videos by those who went on to bigger, but not necessarily better things (ie, Soul Asylum, Savage Republic and Live Skull). We have here are two hours of early 90s alternative and noise rock videos, with a hint of punk ethics all along the way. Great videos by Pussy Galore, Crime and the City Solution (the less punk, more alternative stuff), Thin White Rope (two videos by this highly underrated 4AD band), Flaming Lips (two videos), Mudhoney (great song selection), Dinosaur Jr. (J. Masics is - or can be - god), Carbon, Babes in Toyland (yummy, yummy punk rock girls), Foetus Inc. (their more industrial rock stuff instead of their noise tracks, like his other band Wiseblood), Afghan Wigs, Halo of Flies (a great AmRep staple), Buffalo Tom (who can still take on any indie-rock band today), Bongwater and yep... Bad Brains "Soul Craft" (this disc might be worth it for this video alone). It also contains some bands I had never heard of, like Selektion Optik (experimental noise), American Music Club (alt-rock), Big Trouble House (alt-rock), but was glad to be introduced to. Plus, it also has a few videos by artists I have heard a bit about, but never had the chance to catch any of their filmed works, like Lee Ranaldo (two videos), David Atherton & Otto Piene and lastly Adrienne Altenhaus & Freddie. What can I say about MVD that I haven't said already, except the usual... someone there really knows their underground videos, for sure. (April 17, 2004)
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