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The world lost more than a punk songsmith when Dee Dee Ramone passed away, something U2’s Bono and other mainstream music luminaries realized, if sadly not as many punk music neophytes who think that Avril Lavigne is just so, ya know, totally way out there. Fortunately there’s Lech Kowalski’s documentary to remember him by, as well as of course the tremendous legacy of the Ramones’ music. The truth, though, is that Hey Is Dee Dee Home is a mixed bag — both a blessing and a curse. Consisting of interview material solely from a 1991 sitting that was originally for another documentary entirely, Kowalski’s movie isn’t a definitive portrait of Dee Dee, either personally or within the Ramones. Some archival footage is interspersed throughout with the comments, but overall the movie is somewhat lacking, it leaves you wanting more. If that’s the bad news, the good news is that there’s still much to enjoy. Dee Dee offers up some frank talk about dope (he’s in a clean period here, begging kindly for vitamins) and discusses contemporaries like Johnny Thunders and Stiv Bators. The anecdotes are great too, meaning that if you’re drawn to the Ramones and Dee Dee, you’ll likely want to catch this one, warts and all. DVD extras include the aforementioned Thunders performing “Chinese Rock,” a few measly behind-the-scenes tidbits and, best of all, a small collectible poster. (James Stanton)
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