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Hey is Dee Dee Home



Hollywood Reporter; 10/13/2003; Scheck, Frank 

NEW YORK -- Comprising interview footage shot in 1992 for a documentary about rocker Johnny Thunders, Lech Kowalski's "Hey Is Dee Dee Home" is a portrait of the late Ramones star that has clearly now been released because of its subject's death in summer 2002 from an overdose. Essentially a static, hourlong monologue in which the legendary punk rocker candidly discusses some of the more sordid aspects of his life--including his longtime, on-and-off heroin addiction--the film ultimately fails to satisfy because of the limitations of both the format and subject. Still, it serves as a valuable addition to the Ramones archives and will no doubt augment the collections of many of the band's fans when it is released on DVD this month. 

Far from a comprehensive portrait of Dee Dee Ramone's life or career, the film is instead a rambling, digressive discourse that concentrates heavily on his rocky relationship with New York Dolls guitarist Johnny Thunders, who was the subject of "Born to Lose," for which this interview was being conducted. Nonetheless, Ramone (born Douglas Colvin in Queens, N.Y.) is photographed against a stark black background in a way that high lights his ravaged features; he also finds time to deliver entertaining anecdotes about being thrown out of Debbie Stein's apartment and stealing a television from Joey Ramone. Fans of the band will be disappointed that he has little to say about their musical output, except for a brief discussion about the song "Chinese Rocks," the lyrics of which provided this film's title. 

Providing a structure to Ramone's not-always-clear minded recollections are the numerous tattoos covering his body. Proudly displaying them and recounting their origins and meanings, the rocker uses them as a symbolic road map through his not-so-easy life. 
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