Hey Is Dee Dee Home DVD - Extinkt/Music Video Distributors 2003

Eleven years ago, Dee Dee Ramone agreed to a sit-down conversation with director Lech Kowalski for a film about Johnny Thunders. I wasn't there but sources, some of them accurate, make this case so I see no point in belaboring the issue any more than I already have (and I do apologize for the subpoenas, Mr. Cheney). The result is now available for your tender viewing! The film is a full hour of Dee Dee chit-chatting about Johnny Thunders, the old punk days, rampant heroin use, tattoos and hilarious incidents with his fellow Ramones. The most striking thing about the footage is how goshdarned charismatic he was. I mean, it's not like the market has EVER been flooded with Dee Dee Ramone video footage (he refused to be interviewed for Lifestyles of the Ramones and is only featured in a few scenes of We're Outta Here! and Around The World With The Ramones), so I've always had this image of him as an arrogant strutting sort of burnout. And maybe at times, he WAS that way (rumor has it he had bipolar disorder or somesuch), but in this particular video, he presents himself as an adorable, witty, down-to-earth, innocent and unself-conscious ChildMan. When the video ends, you just want to go hang out with him some more! But he's dead, so don't try to do that. 

The only disappointment for me is the lack of additional Dee Dee footage. Lech includes one uproarious scene of a super-young, super-stoned Dee Dee trying to defend the song "Now I Wanna Sniff Some Glue" on a TV show, so clearly he COULD have procured additional rare material like this. (At least, I presume so?). It's still an interesting one-time interview, which is all it advertises itself as, but I guess I'm just hoping that someday somebody WILL compile a true documentary of Dee Dee's career, with spoken and video footage from every era -- especially the Dee Dee King era. Could somebody out there take care of this for me? Thanks, Bill. 
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