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The Residents¹ live shows are rarely greatest-hits run-throughs. The

mysterious ones tend to construct full-scale stage productions around the latest album¹s concept. The Mole Show tour of the mid-80s is regarded as aclassic, but their 1990 Cube-E roadshow (which essayed a three-act history of American music, from cowboy songs to spirituals to the Elvis Presley oeuvre reinterpreted as religious allegory) was the real classic. The Demons Dance Alone tour of 2002 was just as theatrically-minded, but on a smaller scale.

The live stage show, according to the DVD¹s notes, was extremely underlit, forcing the videographer (who stalked the stage alongside the performers, garbed in black) to shoot using infrared night vision. This was later enhanced and colorized during post-production, and other effects were added.

Some, like letterboxing and sepia-toning for certain songs, are quite

powerful. Others are reminiscent of early-80s video art, and should have been omitted. The songs on Demons Dance Alone all revolve around themes of loss, despair and regret. Onstage, they¹re performed by a male and a female Resident, wearing camouflage-patterned clothing (a tuxedo and a dress, respectively) and masks that resemble German Expressionist renderings of "Tragedy." The trademark eyeballs are all but gone, making only one appearance in the latter portion of the show. The third character in the show is a capering demon who sticks his tongue out at the audience, blows a trumpet mockingly between songs and dances (alone) around the male and female characters.

While the Residents¹ music hasn¹t always lived up to the concepts it¹s

supported (God In Three Persons was probably the nadir, stretching one

melody out for an hour), the 2002 live band, featuring Eric Drew Feldman and Toby Dammit among others, was one of their best ever. The guitars are biting, off-kilter and sometimes surprisingly noisy, and the rhythms are complex and compelling. This DVD makes the tour look like one of the Residents¹ most successful stage outings‹but much of that may be due to post-production illumination of that which was once dark. So in fact, buying this may be a superior experience to having actually attended the concerts it recalls.
