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NRBQ – One in a Million DVD

I have to confess I'd never heard of NRBQ before viewing this DVD, but I have to say it was definitely an oversight on my part. This particular concert was recorded in 1989 and it certainly shows a band that is either at its peak or just forever comfortable on stage. 

Their live energy belies a huge sense of fun, yet it doesn't detract from the musicianship or quality of the music.

At heart is the sort of boogie rock you'll encounter if you pop the Rolling Stones or Elf into your CD player. Funky and a bit blues based. Keyboards and guitars and drums and vocals (including some impressive and textured harmonies) all coalesce in NRBQ's sound.

I was surprised to discover this was shot in 1989 (I put the disc in the DVD player and watched some of it before reading the back). The picture is quite clear and the band's sound, while rooted in old school rock, doesn't feel dated in an alienating way. Hell, I thought I was watching a recently shot reunion performance of some band I'd never heard of.

Finally, and most importantly, this aforementioned performance is pulled off with enough sheer rock and roll attitude and musical skill - with no indication of flagging stamina - to keep the attention of any rock fan.

Apparently this is a widely respected group in the music scene and I can only wonder how I escaped hearing about them. At any rate, now I have and I can say I'm better informed for it.
- Kristopher Upjohn
www.musicvideodistributors.com
www.fishcomcollective.net
