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It’s hard to believe that NRBQ—the New Rhythm and Blues Quartet, for the perfectionists among you—first got together in 1967, The Summer Of Love. It’s even harder to believe that they’re still going—albeit with only keyboardist Terry Adams and bassist/singer Joey Spampinato remaining from the original lineup—and garnering new fans right on into the ‘Oughts. But then again, if any band was going to make it through umpteen fickle fads and phases in the music world, it would have to be this one, a group so dedicated to their sound of choice that they named themselves after it. 

That doesn’t mean you won’t find a whole variety of grooves on one of their albums or at one of their live gigs, however—they’ve covered Sun Ra, collaborated with rockabilly legend Carl Perkins, singer Skeeter Davis, folkie John Sebastian, and jazz artist Carla Bley, and were at one time managed by original wrestling bad-ass Captain Lou Albano. And if that wasn’t enough, over the years the band—especially after guitarist/singer “Big Al” Anderson joined up—has written scads of rock, pop, country, and rockabilly classics of their own—not to mention a gaggle of hilarious, cult-classic comedy cuts—including some of the tracks on this DVD. 

Recorded live in Montreal in 1989 with the classic quartet of Terry Adams, Joey Spampinato, “Big Al” Anderson, and Tom Ardolino, this gig features spot-on readings of such fan and critic’s faves as “I Got A Rocket In My Pocket,” “Girl Scout Cookies,” “It’s A Wild Weekend,” “Little Floater,” and a genre-busting version of Big Joe Turner’s “Shake, Rattle & Roll” with special guest guitarist Peter Holsapple. There’s not a whole lot of pomp and circumstance here, beyond the usual delightful, over-the-top antics of keyboardist Adams and the often-times hilarious expressions on the band member’s mugs, but the genuine drive and soul of the music and the obvious love these cats (and their fans) have for it make the show an undeniably powerful experience. 

Bonus extras include excellent liner notes from Creem Magazine’s Dave DiMartino, an NRBQ slide show—which shows just how funny, and how much FUN these guys are and were—and the quirky 2004 video (in which the band are represented by animated versions of wooden dummies, very reminiscent of Genesis’ ‘80s MTV standard, “Land Of Confusion”) for the wistful, Randy Newman-ish “Dummy.” Highly recommended.
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