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MICHAEL SCHENKER GROUP - WORLD WIDE LIVE 2004 (DVD) 
(A) Metal Mind Productions, 2004 RT: 103:19

Man, Michael Schenker seems to be the master of the "release a studio album then release a live album" marketing tactic, and even though I'm a fan of his, honestly, this gets tiring. I mean, sure, it's cool to have live documents of the roughly 346 lineups he's had with the Michael Schenker Group, but sometimes it just gets to be too much. So when I heard he was releasing a live DVD filmed at last year's Metalmania Festival in Poland, while touring for 2003's ARACHNOPHOBIAC, my first thought was, "Sure it's a DVD but is it necessary?"
The short answer: Yes! This thing is a beauty! The venue used eight cameras for the shoot, the stage set-up is something to behold, and the light show is killer. (I've heard there are other concert DVDs out there that were filmed in Poland, either by this same production crew and/or at this same venue -- I'd like to see them all!) Schenker's 14-song set is divided evenly between UFO classics and MSG tunes: "Ready To Rock," "Mother Mary," "Assault Attack," "Let It Roll," "Lights Out," "Rock'n'Roll Believer," "Arachnophobiac," "Into The Arena," "Only You Can Rock Me," "On And On," "Too Hot To Handle," "Armed And Ready," "Doctor Doctor," "Rock Bottom." (The press release that accompanied my promo copy of the DVD also listed "Attack Of The Mad Axeman," but it's not here...???) Schenker's band consists of vocalist Chris Logan, guitarist/keyboardist Wayne Findlay, bassist James "Rev" Jones, and drummer Pete Holmes. I wasn't keen on Logan's voice on the ARACHNOPHOBIAC album, but live it sounds and fits better. Jones is a monster and has a lot of Billy Sheehan's showmanship in him, and I was happily surprised to see ex-Black 'N Blue and Monster man Holmes back in action! But the MVP of the backing band has to be Mr. Findlay, as he effortlessly drifts back and forth between singing backing vocals, playing rhythm and lead guitar, and playing keyboards -- sometimes all in the same song! As for Herr Schenker himself, well, he has never really been the most dynamic guitarist to watch perform. He basically stands in one place, cradles his signature Gibson Flying V, and rocks band and forth. That's it. (Oh yeah, and he occasionally sings a backing vocal or two.) But who cares about his lack of stage moves? The man can still flat-out play, whether he's doling out all-time classic riffs ("Armed And Ready," "Only You Can Rock Me," "Rock Bottom") or gracing the world with his masterful melodic leads (um...every song!). The best performances are "Lights Out," "Let It Roll," "Doctor Doctor," "On And On," "Armed And Ready," and "Only You Can Rock Me." Gee...isn't that like half the disc??? The 77-minute show itself is more than worthy, plus the bonus features add some nice bells and whistles. The summary: a 21-minute interview (where we learn Michael first joined the Scorpions on stage at age 11, hear him talk about all facets of his lengthy career, and watch him struggle to remember who played on MSG's 1999 album THE UNFORGIVEN), a detailed biography and discography (a combined 10 panels of text that are current up through his 2003 project with Amy Schugar), a five-minute photo gallery of live pictures, four desktop images for your PC, a Web links page, and a big full-screen version of the MSG logo. Gripes: I spotted a couple places where the audio didn't *quite* match up exactly with the video, but by no means was it really noticeable or distracting, and it would've been nice to hear a token track from the McAuley-Schenker Group era of MSG. That's all I got. This is a fantastic release. - Tim Wadzinski (tsw512@yahoo.com)
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