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Issue #55

Devo “Live in the Land of the Rising Sun” DVD

(Music Video Distributors)

They look a lot older in those choppy yellow uniforms and red flowerpot hats these days. And though they remain smart as a whip, the Mothersbaughs probably ought to get some new costumes and ideas. Back in 1979, in the "duty now for the future" days, Devo were so thoroughly, bizarrely modern it would have been impossible to imagine them as a 2003 nostalgia act. But this well-recorded and well-filmed DVD of a concert in Tokyo both makes the case for the Akron, OH, new wave group¹s continued relevance and viability and once again makes clear how much more fun the Japanese have at concerts than Americans do. (It was a shock when we first found that out, via Cheap Trick¹s 1979 Live at Budokan!) The revived band¹s first visit to Tokyo in 23

years fascinates with its "you are there" feel, but the footage of

starstruck fans and of the band members going about their daily business completely in character in a foreign setting transmits a strong sense of cultural excitement. (And delirious Japanese rock fans at big concerts are a hell of a lot cuter than party-hearty American crowds.) And there¹s no quibbling with these spirited versions of "Girl U Want," "Jocko Homo," "Mongoloid," or even the once-dreaded "Whip It," which doesn¹t sound as bad now. Devo¹s rigid, comically disciplined body language still makes their wry devolutionist commentary work, and the whole intellect in evidence remains as fresh as their elementary riffs. General Boy (dad Mothersbaugh) even appears on the standard introductory film, setting the scene like a space-age commander. And bonus footage from San Francisco¹s Target Video of the band during its peak a quarter-century ago shows how good they once were just as much as the Tokyo film shows how little they¹ve lost the plot. Are we not men? Sayeth Boogie Boy: "Oh dad, we¹re all devo!"

-Jack Rabid

