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Music Videos 
DEVO
Live in the Land of the Rising Sun
MVD Music Video
Known by many only as the robotic-acting, "energy-dome"-wearing mouthpieces behind the hit "Whip It" some 25 years back, DEVO here make a convincing case for being one of the single most important bands of the post-punk movement. 

Yes, DEVO. Most of the key members now do music and jingles for advertising, but at one point, the band was one of the most politically-charged acts out there, championing their idea of America's de-evolution via compulsive consumerism, the depletion of the environment, and mindless violence. They weren't all that far off from being a Talking Heads, frankly, but then "Whip It" hit, people assumed it was about masturbation, snickered, and began fitting the pigeon for the hole. 

Live in the Land of the Rising Sun, then, is a fine reminder of the DEVO aesthetic. Featuring all of the band's biggest "hits" — "Girl U Want," "Mongoloid," "Uncontrollable Urge," "Whip It," a boffo take on the Stones' "Satisfaction" — plus interview footage both risqué and revolutionary, it's a testament to the band's conviction that they can still pull off such a large-scale show and make it sound as good — hell, better — than at any point in their long history. (For completists, there's even a 1980 live video that has only rarely seen the light of day since it was released.) 

Yes, DEVO may have never made it that far as far as rock stardom goes (though their influence is immense), but as a band they've come a damn long way. Dare I say...evolved? 

- Timothy C. Davis 


