
Q: WHAT IS DEVO? A: The De-evolution of Man. 
Hailing from the city of Akron, Ohio, DEVO had originally started out as a live visual performance group but then incorporated music into their acts, which lead to recording an album of music in 1978 entitled "Q: Are We Not Men?...A: We are DEVO!". Produced by the legendary Brian Eno who had worked with acts like David Bowie and King Crimson, their debut album was a taste of things to come, specifically New Wave. DEVO were definitely not your average rock or even punk band. They were unique and made up of highly intelligent guys who had a special way of satirizing pop culture in their high energy stage shows. Along with acts like Gary Numan and Human League, they were also one of the first bands to create that great New Wave synth sound. DEVO were really the epitome of what "New Wave" was, a hybrid of power pop, art rock and punk. 
This excellent DVD released by Music Video Distributors is a testament to how much DEVO influenced so many people in music (where would guys like Nine Inch Nails' Trent Reznor be without DEVO?) and really created a sound that was so far ahead of its time. Its 2005 and DEVO still could be a band that has just been formed on the modern music scene. In the early years, DEVO was a part of my pop culture soaked life. The first song I ever danced to was DEVO's "Whip It" at my sisters wedding when I was only 7 years old, that was 1982. I had requested the song myself. What can I say? Even as a young child, I had good taste (smile). I can honestly say that DEVO influenced me as an artist and this very site is highly influenced by the art they created and their brilliant way of fusing pop culture and music together. DEVO, I salute you!
When I received this DVD from my friend Clint at MVD, I was really excited. I had never seen DEVO live and this was my big chance. What made it even better was that it was a Japanese Concert performance! When I popped in the DVD and hit play, the first thing I saw was the maddening crowd of Japanese DEVO lovers, or as the band likes to call their fans: "Spuds". DEVO has a special introduction video at their concerts which is hilarious. It was obviously made in the early days of their career and its hosted by an old man who tells the audience all about concert etiquette. Then we see the various kinds of dress one can wear at a DEVO show: The punk rock/new waver look, the super straight preppy look etc. This video is pure DEVO fun and its just cool. As the video comes to a close, we hear the sounds of DEVO synthesizers with that beat that raises your adrenaline right up to the moon. Suddenly, loud alarms go off and DEVO take the stage. The first song they break into is: THATS GOOD. In between the live performances we get to hear from DEVO creators Gerry Casale and Mark Mothersbaugh about their first tour of Japan in the early 80s. Gerry recollects how easy it was to have sex back in the early days before AIDS hit. Then he tells a really funny story about an encounter he had with a Japanese call girl. This disc is a must have for fans of DEVO or just music lovers in general. Thats all there is to it. 
SONGS PERFORMED: THATS GOOD, GIRL U WANT, WHIP IT, SATISFACTION, UNCONTROLLABLE URGE, MONGOLOID, BLOCKHEAD, JOCKO HOMO, SMART PATROL/ MR DNA, GUT FEELING/ SLAP YER MAMMY, GATES OF STEEL, FREEDOM OF CHOICE, COME BACK JONEE.
THE DVD
REGION: 0
STUDIO: Music Video Distributors
FILM SPECS: Presented in Full DEVO Screen. Color. Picture Transfer is sharp and comes across great.
EXTRAS: Bonus Interview with Gerry Casale and Mark Mothersbaugh, Shopping in Tokyo with DEVO! Backstage Footage with the Japanese Press, SUPERCOOL RARE TARGET VIDEO CONCERT CLIP FROM 1980! Watch as the young DEVO perform Gut Feeling/Slap Yer Mammy!!
AUDIO: Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround Sound. Turn up the stereo and go off like a Mongoloid with DEVOOOOO!!
THE FINAL WORD: THERES ONLY ONE THING TO DO SPUDS! WHIP IT WITH DEVO!!!
Special Thanks to Clint Weiler and everyone at Music Video Distributors!!
For more information please check out the following websites:
www.clubdevo.com 
www.sickvideo.com
www.musicvideodistributors.com
http://cultclash.tk/
