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Live in the Land of the Rising Sun: Japan 2003
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(MVD)

There may never be another band like Devo — with their whacked

out attire (dig those red energy domes) and even wackier

philosophy that society is devolving...hey, wait a minute — maybe

that wasn’t so wacky looking at the state of popular culture today.

Today, Devo is in semi–retirement, playing only a couple of

shows a year. In 2003, the band made a triumphant return to

Japan after a 20 year absence. Live in the Land of Rising Sun

confirms that Japanese culture, with its emphasis on innovation

and its hyper–real vision of Americana, was in fact a big influence

on Devo’s image and sound. The live dvd is a true treat for fans.

The band plays for 75 minutes and packs in all the hits (“Whip It,”

“Jockohomo,” “Uncontrollable Urge”). A pleasant surprise is the

fact that Devo plays a lot of their early material, ignoring the

band’s later electronic side in favour of their punk and new wave

roots. Always a visual band, they are a treat to watch as they

energetically prance around like robot generals. Fun stuff.

Extras include: interviews with the band, Devo in Japan and a

live clip from 1980 of “Gut Feeling/ Slap Your Mammy.” 

Highly recommended! [ES]

