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DEAD BOYS - Live 
at CBGB's 1977
DVD from Music 
Video Distribu
Release date: 30 
November, 2004

Ever seen a guy blow his nose on 
bologna and eat it? Do ya wanna?

One of the hardest things about 
being a latter day punk rocker are 
the endless tales of how great 
things used to be. “Man, did you 
ever see the Nails back at the 
Abbey in ’77? What… you were 
three years old? Sucks for you, 
man.” Aside from closing your eyes 
and wishing reeeal hard, there’s no 
way of knowing what it was really 
like, or whether the Nails were ever 
actually any good.

The live albums that have survived 
aren’t always much help. Aside 
from the odd gem, most live punk 

On Religion of peace MY ASS! 
by bhw
A little anecdote: When I was 
trying to pick na... [more]

On Inaugural protestors a 
disgrace by andy marsh
Must be Friday, getting goofy 
around here! [more]

On Cox Blows Off Indie 
Promoters by Beau
It's about time some one 
looks in this illegal pr... 
[more]

On RJ's NFL Picks: 4 Teams 
Left! by andy marsh
Never had red, white and 
blue soup, but hey, I'll... 
[more]

On Cease and Desist Ashlee? 
by Eric Olsen
I believe she was like a 
player-coach [more]

On The Politics of Fear? by 
Steve S
Politics always uses fear. 
Isn't it the most effe... [more]

On Rice Remains Poised 
Despite Dem Idiocies by Eric 
Olsen
and for Alfred P. Neuman 
[more]

On Mourning in DC by Eric 
Olsen
man, you are a walking 
freedom fry! [more]
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Book: Financial Karma by 
Robert Laura

Financial Karma is the perfect 
starting point for anyone who 
is looking to get control of 
their current financial 
situation. The book escapes the 
confines of traditional 
budgeting and through the use 
of your own, personal life 
experiences, guides you 
toward a simple and easy to 
understand financial rebirth. 

Click here to purchase 
Financial Karma and stop 
living paycheck to paycheck.

Book: So Help Me God

classics are famous for being 
unmitigated disasters-- they’re 
famous for their antics. Look at The 
Stooges’ Metallic K.O. I mean, 
jeez… part of that record is the 
sound of the band getting full 
bottles of beer thrown at them. And 
few people talk about whether the 
Sex Pistols were actually any good 
live; all you hear about is the LA gig 
where they closed with “No Fun,” 
walked off stage, and broke up for 
good. But hey-- I hear the Germs 
were really hot that night. To a 
certain extent I'm guilty of the 
same sin, using lead singer Stiv 
Bators' stage antics as my pull 
quote ("But really Johno... how did 
it sound?").

It did come as a bit of a surprise to 
me to find that some enterprising 
soul had taken it upon themselves 
to do a three-camera video shoot of 
a complete Dead Boys set at CBGB 
in the halcyon (well, the Demerol) 
days of 1977. Some of you might 
rightly ask why someone thought to 
record the Dead Boys at all— in a 
color three-camera shoot no less—
rather than, say The Ramones or 
Talking Heads. The answer to that 
question is that someone at Sire 
Records loved the Dead Boys and 
hoped to make them the next big 
thing: proof of this is the amusing 
1977 video spot helpfully included 
in the bonus footage, which touts 
the band as “the most exciting, 
outrageous band in the United 
States today.”

Whether or not they were what Sire 
claimed them to be, Live at CBGB/
OMFUG 1977 finally gives us an 
opportunity to see whether “Sonic 
Reducer” was a fluke or the real 
deal. Finally, a chance to see if the 

bhw
Very informative and 
interesting post on a lot of ... 
[more]

On Tina Fey by ArgileB
You guys are so strange. No, 
wait, you're mostly... [more]

On New album releases, 
week of 11-30-2004 by viagra
Please check some 
information about [more]

On Bush Inaugural: "Equal 
Rights For Some!" by bhw
I'm pretty sure that gay 
marriage is pretty fa... [more]

On The League of 
Extraordinary Gentlemen, 
Vol. 1 by Katharine Donelson
League felt like payback for 
actually makin... [more]

On Fois Gras, Anyone? by 
bhw
but at least the animals that 
wind up as burger... [more]

On epilepsy and the 
workplace | carpe diem by 
sadi
hey Mark: thank you! though 
i'm not sure even t... [more]

On Canada must overturn its 
seal culls before hosting 
international fishing talks by 
Dean
Well from what I understand 
the overfishing on the... 
[more]

On The Case Against Gay 
Marriage by Steve S
I've said before that I would 
be for civil unions ... [more]

On "Mr. Magoo's Christmas 
Carol" - Review by Mike 
Templeman
I just happened to find this 
site while I was sear... [more]
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So Help Me God is an 
extraordinary courtroom novel 
about abortion and when life 
begins. 

So Help Me God by Larry D. 
Thompson 

Buy this legal thriller today!

Ads and sponsorships

The Hungersite.com

music lives up to the hijinks. 
Finally, a chance to see whether all 
us punks up there on a thousand 
tiny stages, beating ourselves with 
microphones and sneering while we 
bash our instruments like they owe 
us money, perpetrating outrageous 
antics for larfs (the lead singer of 
my old band once drank a douche, 
got real sick) and getting publicly 
drunk while playing rudimentary 
melodies at high speeds are 
actually pursuing a gold standard 
set lo, these many years ago, or 
whether we are just a bunch of 
second-rate a-holes mimicking an 
older bunch of second-rate a-holes. 

Well, guess what? It turns out that 
Live at CBGB is a must-see for any 
punk fan, an outstanding snapshot 
of a great but half-forgotten punk 
band in their prime. Suffice to say 
the Dead Boys, five pallid lumpy 
morons who just drove in from 
Cleveland, are more powerful, more 
friggin' awesome then any five 
hundred bands that lay claim to 
their legacy. What’s more is, 
everything punk kids do today out 
of tradition (scowling, singing the 
chorus off-key, being gross 
onstage, smashing drums), the 
Boys were doing when it was 
practically brand new (ish. Newish. 
Iggy did it first.)

It doesn’t hurt that they had good 
songs, either. 

The band open the show with a 
blistering version of their classic 
“Sonic Reducer.” For a band 
remembered mainly for being loud 
and snotty, their stage show is 
surprisingly tight and professional. 
Not that the playing is perfect (this 
is punk rock, after all), but it’s 

On Proud to be an American 
by Eric Olsen
as in any forum, though, you 
are going to tend to ... [more]

On Don't Do As I Say OR As I 
Do! by Eric Olsen
the government CAN do this 
through taxes, fees, et... 
[more]

On Congratulations Mr 
President by Eric Olsen
back in the FAlcon and 
Snowman days? Probably. 
[more]

On Rolling Stone Magazine - 
Politically Cool Again? by Eric 
Olsen
that's very kind Antfreeze, 
thanks! [more]

On Elvis wants your money 
by Mark Saleski
i saw him on the Spike tour 
and he was fantastic. ... 
[more]

On Maverick Entertainment 
Abuses Captive Audience by 
Eric Olsen
yes, my little Disney princess 
typically likes the... [more]

On Gettin' Hoggy with it by 
Eric Olsen
or seeing it in the phone 
book, or seeing the page... 
[more]

Top Commenters
Most prolific Commenters for last 24 
hours (updated 13:00)
Eric Olsen (71)
andy marsh (41)
bhw (26)
Dave Nalle (24)
spiderleaf (21)
DrPat (19)
andy marsh (16)
JR (15)
Steve S (15)
David Flanagan (14)
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Click the Give Free Food 
button at TheHungerSite.com 
to help Tsunami survivors. It 
is a free way to help; 100% of 
all funds go directly to Mercy 
Corps paid for by corporate 
advertisers. You can click 
once a day, EVERY DAY to 
help families in need. Provide 
food, water and shelter today.

Read more...

George Bush Has A 
Tattoo of Me on His...

Immensely satisfying, mostly 
brilliant, occasionally 
sophomoric, but always fun 
stickers, magnets, tees, 
buttons, political toys, satire, 
commentary, games, and 
more political craziness than 
you can shake a chad at....

Read more...

great to see a band work well 
together on stage. Lead singer Stiv 
Bators has an undeniable stage 
presence and innate sense of 
drama and the other players are as 
anonymous or flamboyant as Stiv’s 
antics will allow them to be. 
Guitarist Cheetah Chrome in 
particular gets good mileage out of 
a limited repertoire of crosseyed-
scowls and guitar shakes.

But the star of the show is clearly 
Bators, a scrawny teenager who on 
this night was doing his level best 
to claim his place in the all-time 
punk pantheon alongside Iggy Pop, 
G.G. Allin and Johnny Rotten. Five 
minutes into the show, during a 
grinding version of the singalong 
“All of This And More,” Bators 
kneels to eat a slice of the 
aforementioned bologna off the 
stage, and a minute later bloodies 
his nose on… well… something, and 
uses another slice to blow his 
bloody nose. As he sings a verse, 
he regards the ensnotted meat 
distractedly before popping it in his 
mouth. The ensuing meat-muted 
chorus goes “Deah’ Boah’… Know a’ 
‘ahm jus’ a Deah Boa’… Ah wa-ah’ 
be a Deah’ Boa.’” Not that this is so 
very different from Bators’ usual 
enunciatory standards, but the 
effect is Iggylicious. And make no 
mistake; Iggy is the main influence 
here; Stiv even adopts the 
trademark full backbend and arm 
whirls of his idol. Bators literally 
throws himself into his performance 
with the stamina of the young and 
high, and the audience (which now 
includes us) reaps the rewards.

In between all the stage theatrics, 
the band manage to pull off 
outstanding versions of “All This 

[Leaderboard]

NEW RELEASES THIS WEEK
CDs by Al Barger
DVDs by Duke De Mondo
Movies by Chris Beaumont 

MARK SALESKI'S FRIDAY 
MORNING LISTEN 
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CONTENT

BLOGCRITICS STUFF 
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Tee's, sweatshirts, 
mousepads, coffee mugs with 
that cool Blogcritics logo 

 

BLOGCRITICS 
INTERVIEWS:
Seed of Chucky Director Don 
Mancini
Gregg Hurwitz
Frank Marino
Hans Koning
Relient K
Eric Olsen
Tom Wolfe
The Golden Republic
Guy Kawasaki
Michael Galak and Sam 
Vaknin (pt 2) (pt 3)
Nicolas Cage
Beyond Indigo's Kelly Baltzell
Ginger of the Wildhearts
Raspberries
Douglas Rushkoff
Tim Catz of Antler
Incredibles director and 
producer
Joe and Phil Nicolo
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E.Webscapes
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covered!

Read more...

Project D.U.

We've scoured the web and 
found the best blogs on 
Music, Entertainment and 
Fashion.

Get them all in this free blog 
reader. Add your own 
favorite feeds and channels.

No shirt. No shoes. No 
spyware.

Get it now.

And More,” “Down in Flames,” “I 
Need Lunch” and lesser-known 
songs like “Revenge.” Although the 
Dead Boys owe huge debts to the 
New York Dolls, the MC5, Alice 
Cooper, the Stooges and 
Cleveland's own Rocket From The 
Tombs (from whence two 'Boys 
came), the songwriting is strong 
original, and strikingly self-assured. 
The band closes with (naturally) a 
loose and scorching version of the 
Stooges’ “Search and Destroy.” 
Throughout the performance, the 
cameras focus mainly on the band, 
with only a few shots of a 
surprisingly normal-looking crowd 
(this was the days before safety 
pins and leather) thrown in for 
relief, and in general director Rod 
Swenson does a great job capturing 
a fantastic set.

The best part of the DVD 
experience is the extras, and Live 
at CBGB is no exception. The 
producers have thoughtfully 
included band interviews recorded 
at CBGB that range from the 
blissfully inarticulate (Johnny Blitz) 
and the amiably inarticulate 
(Cheetah Chrome) to the 
endearingly naïve (Stiv Bators, who 
offstage looks all of twelve years 
old). A 2003 interview with an all-
grown-up Cheetah Chrome 
(“Eugene Richard O’Connor”) sets 
all in context. Disarmingly honest 
about his days as a Dead Boy (“we 
were a bunch of morons”), the 
native Clevelander reminisces at 
length about driving back and forth 
from Ohio to New York, living on $5 
a day just to hang out at CBGB, 
and about the New York scene in 
1977. According to him, the Dead 
Boys were “volume, speed, action, 
light, frustration, [and] beer,” 

Kevin Shirley
Chimaira, Machine Head, 
Trivium
Pete Trewavas of Marillion
Sascha Konietzko ('04)
Johnny Clarke
Joseph Hill
Dan Oliver
Sonic Youth
Katie Melua
Korean director Kim Ki-duk
James Lowe of the Electric 
Prunes
Toby Morrell of Emery
Travis Morrison
Mickey Bozinovich
Lycia
Christopher Deliso
Clayton Teague
Jason Priestley
Sonny Landreth
Emmylou Harris
Mark Anderson
Henry Kisor
Stephen Unwin
Me'shell Ndegeocello
Greg Ginn
Mike Watt
Paul Barker
Chris Muir
Andrew Sullivan
Jeremy Pelt
Sascha Konietzko ('98)
Brock Clarke
Jay Nussbaum
Mau Mau Sex Sex producers
Richard Brookhiser
Peter Tosh
William Tsangares
Mary Carey
Andrew Loog Oldham
Tucker Carlson
Rick Hiebert
Always Sunday
Allan Slutsky
Dr. Helen Smith
Jan Hammer
Martin Atkins
Gretchen Lieberum
Moby

http://blogcritics.org/archives/2005/01/21/125502.php (5 of 10)1/21/2005 8:12:42 AM

http://images.blogads.com/fsjdpmtfodpnqvtfswfdpn/1031808123/3215606/readmore?r=0&d=http%3A%2F%2Felegantwebscapes.com
http://images.blogads.com/fsjdpmtfodpnqvtfswfdpn/1031808123/3215606/readmore?r=0&d=http%3A%2F%2Felegantwebscapes.com
http://images.blogads.com/fsjdpmtfodpnqvtfswfdpn/1031808123/3213878/readmore?r=3&d=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.projectdu.com%2Flinks%2Freader_redir_Bcritic.asp
http://www.projectdu.com/links/reader_redir_Bcritic.asp
http://www.projectdu.com/links/reader_redir_Bcritic.asp
http://www.projectdu.com/links/reader_redir_Bcritic.asp
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/01/164510.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/01/125602.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/10/01/125602.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/24/174605.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/24/153624.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/09/09/031933.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/08/30/150007.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/08/29/125736.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/08/12/112722.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/20/164221.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/20/045219.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/03/120834.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/06/03/120834.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/26/085824.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/24/084346.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/16/084958.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/05/13/090614.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/04/13/073913.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/04/10/084049.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/03/12/125623.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/02/11/083156.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/02/04/084335.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/01/24/150303.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2004/01/09/143731.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/12/22/085119.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/12/07/132547.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/21/183736.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/20/162611.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/11/20/144233.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/30/124135.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/29/102940.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/11/135011.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/10/05/190907.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/29/151949.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/24/165735.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/16/125951.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/09/12/122549.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/31/135907.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/19/200304.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/17/200000.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/15/131812.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/08/12/214057.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/07/08/172531.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/06/17/002502.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/05/21/133806.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/04/23/142026.php
http://www.blogcritics.org/archives/2003/03/26/013728.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/02/05/090821.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2003/03/06/173225.php
http://blogcritics.org/archives/2002/12/13/165211.php


Blogcritics.org: The Dead Boys- Live at CBGB/OMFUG 1977 (DVD)

Read more...

Donate to Tsunami Relief

UNICEF is seeking $145 
million to provide basic care 
and support to milions of 
children in South Asia, many 
of whom have been orphaned 
or separated from their 
families. 

Read more...

CLICK to order an ad.

Top Posters
Most prolific Blogcritics for December
bookofjoe (71)
Eric Olsen (46)
DrPat (37)
Aaman Lamba (36)
Jan Herman (34)
Matt Paprocki (33)
Lenny Campello (29)
RJ (25)
Al Barger (24)
Eric Berlin (24)

[Leaderboard]

Show your love:

Link to Blogcritics!

which sounds about right. Also 
agreeing to an interview is CBGB 
founder Hilly Kristol, who argues 
that the Dead Boys were set to 
conquer the world. Interestingly, it 
becomes clear that Kristol was 
somewhat of a father figure to the 
band, although his guidance was 
not enough to keep the band from 
disintegrating within two years of 
recording their first album.

From an anthropological standpoint, 
nearly more interesting than even 
the Dead Boys themselves is the 
bonus footage of the opening act. 
We all remember the Dead Boys, 
the Germs, the Damned, the Clash, 
Television, etcetera and so on world 
without end. But what of the bands 
that didn’t make it? Who were 
1977’s also-rans, and what were 
they thinking? Ladies and 
gentlemen, I give you The Steel 
Tips.

I don’t think I will ever get tired of 
watching an aggressively spaced-
out dude with one solid dreadlock 
set his shirt on fire, igniting strings 
of firecrackers hidden underneath. I 
will also never get tired of watching 
a fah-laming baldheaded 300-lb 
biker who moves justlike a 
Supreme and a fresh-faced 
teenaged girl in a Catholic school 
outfit handle backing vocal/dance/
handclap duties for a three-piece 
band who look free jazz and play 
garage. The Steel Tips’ music itself, 
a song called “Crazy Baby” or 
perhaps “Driving Me Crazy,” is fairly 
unremarkable by any standards, 
but the sheer godawful freaky-
weird spectacle of their live show is 
not to be missed. Forget about the 
Zappa clone moaning “she’s driving 
me crazy!” into his mic and focus 
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his nose on bologna and eat it? Do ya 
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are the endless tales of how great 
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see the Nails back at the Abbey in 
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