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Tuesday, December 7, 2004
Dead Boys
Live at CBGB 1977

MVD

     I’m not one to advocate burning down X-mas trees. But be forewarned that should you buy this (and you should) for your family’s resident punk fanatic, he/she may spontaneously combust from excitement, if the fire of this film itself doesn’t spark ol’ tannenbaum. These are the things of punk rock dreams: a thought-lost, three camera, full color, stereo, CBGBs Dead Boys gig from their peak!! The performance is super, and it’s nearly as fun to watch the odd mix of befuddled squares and coked-up groupies who packed CBs at its zenith.

     The extras are fab – post-show quickie interviews with the band, hilariously contrasting guitarist Jimmy Zero’s career-planning with singer Stiv Bators’ deep desire for “girls that just leave in the morning.” There’s a cool local TV commercial, and new interviews with CBs owner (and former Dead Boys manager) Hilly Krystal and guitarist Cheetah Chrome. Seriously, it’s the first indispensable punk rock DVD. Just keep it away from the Channakah bush.  

     -- Eric Davidson  

