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DEAD BOYS – Live at CBGB 1977

Time for punk rock motherfuckers.

Most people you run into will likely cite one or another of the slew of pop punk, corporate punk - whatever you want to call it, bands - littering the mainstream music scene today. But those of us who have listened heavily to the underground will always harken back to the core punk sound when this topic is under discussion.

And since punk is underground, it's only fitting that one of the lesser known punk bands - one you may not have heard of if you haven't dug into the punk scene - be the topic at hand. Most people have heard of The Ramones and The Sex Pistols and might even be familiar with GG Allin. But what about the Dead Boys?

Well, this live show, shot at famous punk venue CBGB's back in 1977, can serve as a raucous introduction to an old school punk band.

Appearing on stage in a classic mocking of higher society, these guys put a twist on clothing style, mimicking higher fashion punk style. But fuck the clothes. What about the music?

Well, it's raw. (It's punk.) It's high energy. (It's

punk.) It's loud. (It's punk.) It's moshworthy. (It's

punk.) What else is there to ask for, huh?

How about the fact that, if I didn't know better, this nicely shot and well-preserved live footage is fresh enough that it doesn't come off dated. This could be today! The sound is definitely that of a live band (again, it's punk, ha ha) but it isn't he muffled shit of a bad bootleg.

Anybody looking for either (a) a live punk performance to brighten their day or (b) an intro to a good punk group from the past they haven't heard of or (c) a recording of a good punk band from the past the ARE familiar with (obviously, choice c is for the fans,

duh!) should reach out and pick this fucker up.

- Kristopher Upjohn
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