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(DVD)
Stranglers - Live 1978 in San Francisco
By Temple Stark





(Also Order here $14.95)

Whatever happened to all the heroes?
All the Shakespearoes?
They watched their Rome burn
Whatever happened to the heroes?
Whatever happened to the heroes?

No more heroes any more,
No more heroes any more."

Released May 31, this DVD is a 30-minute sonic Marshall-fueled feedback blast. The sound is anything but clear and pure for The Stranglers, caught in San Francisco in 1978 on their first US tour.

Like a low-tech bootleg.

If you're only thinking sound quality when buying a music DVD (perfectly understandable) then this is not at all for you. Neither, probably are all the other videos, released by the ahead-of-its-time Target Video from the late-70s, early 80s; bands such as The Cramps, The Screamers, The The (OK, not The The), Iggy Pop, and DEVO.

See, it's funny to remember that, especially before 1980, music videos were by far an afterthought (Queen's "Bohemian Rhapsody" was one of the first) and when it came to some of the Punk and New Wave bands they were an absent thought.

Enter Joe Dees and his merry band of Target Video artisans. They were there to document a big chunk of time and music that otherwise would have been ignored. (More on that in a second).

"This is Los Angeles isn't it? There are so many posers in the audience I figured it must be the center of the music business."

"You're so laid back ... shut up ... You guys are so laid back you'll let KSAN, your best radio station take on a ******* playlist. You lot are pathetic."

Ah, it probably wouldn't seem right today (depended on the band) but there's nothing like some good-natured insults and real contempt for your fans barked from the stage.

The tracklist selection for the tour is short, but it's enough for a good solid dose of one of the UK originals. It gives me renewed and greater contempt for Green Day who are just happy-tosser, ex-lax produced pretenders. Visualize the spit stream.

Rivaling the Ramones for morose exuberance are "Hanging Around" and "Dead Ringer," the latter with keyboardist Dave Greenfield's hair flying away from his head in the back, due to an electric fan and not static electricity, I assume. "Dead Ringer" also offers video "effects" - what amount to an incomplete fractal overlay.

Everything sounds amped up to 11 compared to how the songs were first recorded on vinyl, (where "Hanging Around" sounds almost like an AOR / Doors hybrid).

It is nice to hear full and dead-on sincerity from the stage. The low-tech video here completely sells the point that these guys were the real deal. Still, it is hard to believe that these sinewy, mop-hairs, later (and not much later, 1981) created the wonderful, textured "Golden Brown" (later featured in that Guy Ritchie "Snatch " film.) from the La Folie album.

The Stranglers also gamely cover a version of the Burt Bacharach/Hal David composition, "Walk On By."

"Peaches" ("Walking on the beaches looking at the peaches" - which was banned by the BBC) and "No More Heroes" are also two other classics, along with the more recent "96 Tears" (First performed by Question Mark and the Mysterians in 1966).

The Stranglers are still around - sans lead singer Hugh who left in 1990 - still releasing records. 2004's Norfolk Coast is the latest.

The 1978 band was: Hugh Cornwell, Guitars & lead vocals, Jean Jaques Burnel:, Bass & vocals. Dave Greenfield: Keyboard & Vocals and Jet Black (Brian Duffy): Drums and other percussive noises.

The tracks, in order:
-Burning Up Time -Dagenham Dave -Bring on the Nubiles -Dead Ringer (from 1977's No More Heroes")

-Hanging Around -London Lady - (Get a) Grip (On Yourself) (from 1977's debut, Rattus Norvegicus) 

Available in stereo and Dolby 5.1.


To comment on this and other reviews go to Blogcritics.org
http://www.cleveland.com/newslogs/musicreviews/

