



The Stranglers: Live ’78, SF (Target Video)
I was packing it in around minute 15 of this 30-minute DVD. It brought back memories of my youth. No, not of spending time at Stranglers’ concerts; instead, my misspent youth took place at a public-access cable TV studio. The very rough videos of The Stranglers’ show in San Francisco has all the markings of early videotaping. The burn across the screen from any light source on stage, the crappy picture, and the shaky camera work all speak of a time when cameras were bulky and cameramen (and women) were geeks.
Second viewings, though, reveal this video to be a treasure. It is a dusty relic of a time and place of which we are lucky to have any mementos. The song selection is spotty. Oddly enough, the recording of “Get a Grip” features only the audio over the final credit sequence, which probably means the video was too poor to show. There are some choice moments in the video, though, as when the cameraman starts to pogo with the rest of the crowd during “Bring on the Nubiles” or when Hugh Cornwell calls the crowd pathetic because KSAN had not added the band to its playlist. The video also contains some painful, artsy video effects that make Don Kirshner’s Rock Concert effects look positively brilliant. 
The point that we should not overlook is that much of what Joe Rees and Target Video did was document the growth of the punk/alternative movement. From a nearly 30-minute highlight trailer on the DVD (that I almost dismissed as a poorly edited commercial for Target), I was impressed to glimpse all that Target saw in the late ’70s and early ’80s. The quality of the camera equipment improved, but the quality of the camerawork never did. That is easy to overlook when you consider all the amazing things they did cover: The Cramps, The Screamers, Throbbing Gristle, far too many Johnny Lydon press conferences, Iggy Pop, and so many more. 
History, kids, is a cool thing. Though this DVD is one you might want to skip (unless you have every misogynistic scrap of Stranglers’ memorabilia), there are not a lot of places willing to release concert footage of the more obscure bands. Catch them before they turn to dust. | Jim Dunn
