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Revisit some punk legends
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"Live '78 San Francisco," The Stranglers (Music Video Distributors) This DVD earned two stars for sound, and three stars for songs and show. This May 3 "Target Video" release was videotaped on The Stranglers' first U.S. tour, and it captures a 30-minute set of material from their first two albums. Fans with better audio/video systems than mine will benefit from more separation and clean volume as they watch the British art punks (Hugh Cornwell/guitar and vocals, Jean Jacques Burnel/bass and vocals, Dave Greenfield/keyboards and vocals and Jet Black/drums) do their show.

Like the Iggy Pop DVD reviewed May 5, this is raw stuff.

My stereo and TV are on different sides of my house, so there's no hooking them together for better sound. Thus, the vocals and keyboards are often louder than anything else on this release. The keys are an important component to the Stranglers' sound, but their lower register is lost in this mix.

The Stranglers have moody, memorable songs and hooks to go with their menacing black-clad image. Grab this one if you have great audio equipment or just want good D.I.Y. visuals. Local stores or www.dvdnote.com.


Ricky Flake is a former punk rocker, working musician (he sings with South Mississippi's Tribute to the Ramones, COMMANDOS, and drums with the Deacons) and music fan who lives in Biloxi. Reach him at lobotomy3857@wmconnect.com. 

