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Across the country and a year later, The Screamers were captured by Target Video, the SF-based video label that captured numerous important punk bands on VHS. First released a couple of decades ago, The Screamers – “Live in San Francisco Sept 2nd 1978” is now on DVD, not that it makes the grain any less grainy. Unique among punks for their instrumentation (synth and drums only) coupled with the riveting charisma and chops of leader Tomata Du Plenty, who by then already had extensive experience singing, lip-synching, and generally performing in all sorts of troupes (he having even been a Coquette, the infamous post-summer of love SF-based glam drags), the Screamers are tremendously engaging on stage, their punk imbued with performance art, voguing, odd robotic mannerisms, and of course, the screaming in a teutonic angst.

One cannot help but notice the audience and how, despite their enthusiasm, cannot seem to find quite a way to dance to the stuff, with its staccato double keyboard jerkiness. Only Tomata does, with contortionism and lots of hand waving. Equally engaging as the live performance are the videos that the band made at Target Studios (5 are included, 2 of them being different takes of their best song “Vertigo”).  This one’s a close second on the best video of the year.

(Note: Tomata was also the lead in a movie called Population One, an apocalyptic low budget affair filmed in the early 80’s that is not without its moments but most is without them. Avoid that one unless you’re a completist).

- Henry Yu

