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(Music Video Distributors)
There was even more ritual in the Screamers’ Tomata du Plenty, who’d previously been involved in the gay Frisco performance-art group the Cockettes. The Screamers, now all but forgotten outside LA, were at the time the most popular punk band in that town, and the most idiosyncratic: instead of bass and guitar, they turned electric piano and a sci-fi ARP Odyssey synthesizer into assault weapons. Watching Tomata’s choreographed anarchy — his manic dances, expressionist hand gestures, and arched-eyebrow stares seem spontaneous, except that he repeats them on this disc’s bonus reel, a five-song set of professionally recorded videos — you imagine Iggy Pop quantified, digitized, printed out, photocopied. All wild-eyed and shock-haired, du Plenty (dead in 2000 of cancer) flashes maniacal grins and barks cryptic soliloquies against horror-movie themes. Tomata is on stage not to commiserate but to confront. Before launching into a song called "Better World," he asks an audience member what his house is like and whether the band can move in. Then he changes his mind. "That might be inconvenient," he smirks. "I think I’d rather just peek in your windows. I think I’d rather be outside."

— Carly Carioli

