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Vintage punk must be in the air. It has always been for me, ever since this stuff was new, but now it seems the rest of the world is finally catching up. The Screamers were among the very first Los Angeles punk rock bands, in a time when the punk rock umbrella encompassed a far greater range of styles than it would later. A rock solid drummer, dual keyboardists and a deranged looking front man in the late Tomata Du Plenty took the small underground punk world by storm in their short time and left a lasting impression despite never having released a record. Yes, re-read that last sentence. The Screamers to this day have never released an official record. They recorded a bunch of demos that never got an official release and they released a Target Video of this live performance, which thankfully has been re-released on this DVD. For their time, Target Videos were of very high quality and they documented a lot of really great and important bands over the years. The footage has held up quite well over the years and I'm glad it is now preserved for eternity. This DVD features the original target video plus bonus material of the band recorded in the Target Video studios. On top of that is a Target promo reel showing a few seconds from a ton of bands they recorded over the years that will make any fan of old punk drool, and like me will long for the day that it all gets released on DVD. If it wasn't for The Screamers, there wouldn't be a lot of punk rock bands that came after them, they really helped pave the way for punk and since an official recording of their demos is never likely to happen, this will have to satisfy, and satisfy it does. (mxv)
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