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Comments: Everyone knows who Iggy Pop is, even those children of MTV who heard his duet with B-52s redhead Kate Pierson and thought it was a “great single for a first release,” ahem. Unbeknownst to them, Iggy had been blasting a sonic barrage of noise, blood and drugs at the masses since his first incarnation in The Stooges. Everyone probably knows that rock icon David Bowie is one of Iggy’s biggest fans, and when you watch the new video from MVD called Iggy Pop! Live San Fran 1981, you’ll get an uncanny Bowie sound-alike in a few parts, especially in the songs they wrote together. 

The video catches Iggy at his weirdest, and at one of the peaks of his zenith and nadir career. When you see him strut onto stage wearing makeup, a miniskirt and garters, well, you’ll see a legend in the making … albeit one with a slippery grasp on reality. He enters to the song “Some Weird Sin,” convulsing like an epileptic who ran out of dilantin and measuring the crowd with a “how freaky should I be” glower. The song is a simple, chord-driven punk song, with Iggy talk-singing like he normally does. Although the sound is what it should be, suspended in time, seeing the man in action is what it’s all about. He immediately establishes a rapport with the crowd, granting them a “thank you very much,” before going into the next song, “Houston is Hot Tonight.”

It gets more fun when he gets to “1969,” a song the whole band can lurch themselves into. The drummer Clem Burke goes batshit crazy, as do the guitarists, and the crowd starts bouncing up and down faster, almost a precursor to the mosh pit. They don’t get that crazy, though. Lyrically, Iggy shows his prowess on songs like “Dum Dum Boys,” a song written along with Bowie. Sounding somewhat like Bowie, Iggy sings lines like, “I remember how they used to stare at the ground … they looked as if they put the whole world down,” as only he can. This isn’t Iggy at his Iggiest, but it is Iggy at his best.

Another great live track is “I’m a Conservative.” The beginning is slow, atmospheric, and later gets into great lines like, “I like my beer, I like my bread, I love my girl, I love my head.” If you want to see why every ’80s drummer slams his drum and spins his sticks, look no further than this live show. It would seem not only every punk band but every metal band “borrowed” from these guys. To hear Iggy sing “I’m a Conservative,” is sublime apostasy.

By the last track, Iggy has on “normal” clothes, a long sleeve button up shirt that even has a collar, and you’ll hear a Lou Reed-like song “Pumpin’ for Jill.” It seems like the first incarnation of Iggy has exited and you’ll see the one that carried him through the ’80s, every bit as grimey but somewhat polished from experience. 

For fans of Iggy, this is something you have to grab on to, especially if you never had a chance to see the man in his hey-day. Even though the picture and the sound quality isn’t the best, if you actually attended the show in a drunken or drugged-out haze, it’d look and sound like this anyway. So shut up and enjoy.

	Track Listing: 1. Some Weird Sin 2. Houston is Hot Tonight 3. T.V. Eye 4. 1969 5. Rock and Roll Party 6. Bang Bang 7. Dum Dum Boys 8. Eggs on Plate 9. I’m a Conservative 10. I Need More 11. Lust for Life 12. Pumpin’ for Jill
	Rating: 8/10 
Reviewer: Derric Miller


