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I would not be the first to note the slump in Iggy Pop’s output since … the late seventies. Not to say he’s awful, he just hit his peak really early. I mean, the guy came off of one ridiculously good and influential band (the Stooges) and recorded two timeless albums after that. Not to mention the heroin addiction he has battled off and on for years. He deserves a break. But still, one can’t help but long for the good old days, which admittedly took place before my birth. This DVD, in fact, was filmed when I was negative three. Glam rock alone has been responsible for making me curse the year of my birth innumerable times, but that’s a different gripe.

In this video, Live San Fran 1981, Iggy was still raw power, in all its messy glory. He drips with sweat, flails his arms, and pounds his chest. All while clad in a miniskirt and garters, an outfit that only Iggy could make simultaneously sexy and disgusting. He himself seemed to know where his best material lay, filling half of the set with songs from the Stooges and his first two albums. But since this tour was in support of his album Party, the other half is pretty much made up of numbers from that album. While the later songs still have the energy of Iggy Pop, they don’t pack the same visceral wallop as the earlier material. The performance is primal, which Iggy is known for, taking songs like “Some Weird Sin” and bringing out the punk edge implicit in the lyrics. It is hard to imagine that this psychotic man is the same one who would later converse idly with Tom Waits in Coffee and Cigarettes.

The only thing this DVD suffers from is the fact that it was produced in the early 80s. The footage is badly lit, shaky, and grainy, but somehow I think that fits with Iggy’s persona. What bugs the hell out of me, though, is the post-production addition of blank screens and title cards before every song. These break up the natural flow of the set, and Iggy - despite his sometimes shambling appearance - has always been dedicated to providing a live show with great natural energy. They also reveal the ignorance of those putting the video together when they misspell “Dum Dum Boys,” something which I am sure will irk the hardcore fans.

Overall, this serves as a great document of the Iggy Pop live show; hopefully it will dispel the notion that the 1980s were the decade of Iggy’s downfall. His songwriting may have been a bit lacking compared to his earlier material, but his performance was still in high gear. That is something about Iggy Pop, everything has always been and always will be done in high gear, with caustic wit and energy to boot.
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