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GOVERNMENT ISSUE - Live 1985 DVD (Music Video Distributors) Old school - 1985. Nice. My band Violent Deed (Miami's first straight-edge band - yes, I am embarrassed!) opened up for GI the following year and they blew everyone away. Thanks to MVD's relationship with the now defunct Flipside magazine, they are digging out some quality punk rock and hardcore from dusty tapes in some Cali basement. They do only one song ("Sheer Terror") off the first 7", still, these songs are classics, as most of the material is from The Fun Just Never Ends and Joy Ride albums. These two records began to highlight to the rest of the U.S. what would later be known as 'the DC sound' or the original tag, 'emocore'. Here we have two shows, both during their California tour. The first show is short, but sweet, and captured at Fenders Ballroom, June of '85. The following month Government Issue comes back to play the Olympic Auditorium, for a set twice as long as the first. Damn this disc takes me back. ... I'm such an old fart. (July 14, 2005)
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