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Remember that time? Back in the day? When we all got together and a-hey hey hey? 

If that were a lyric on this DVD, it wouldn't be very good. Fortunately, it's not and the DVD is quite enjoyable! You know how like you "go into" a DVD? Well, don't "go into" this one with the expectation of a modern-times fancy DVD with special features and commentary and whatnot. This is simply a DVD dub of an old Flipside VHS tape - complete with some faulty video moments! 

The 50-minute disc includes two G.I. shows from the Summer of 1985 when The Fun Just Never Ends was flying off the shelves of record stores on faultlines: a small June 3rd punker show at Fenders Ballroom and a gigantic August 9th stadium arena show at the Olympic Auditorium. In his newly-penned liner notes, singer John "Stabb" Schroeder (nicknamed "Stabb" because he likes to stab people and he's illiterate) explains that he was more comfortable at the smaller show, but you wouldn't know it by his antics! Small club or large world paradise, Mr. Weird Face is up there playing with his shirt, headbanging around the stage. swinging on pipes, imitating Simon Le Bon and jerking his body around like a hyperactive child with a dog bite in a kepone factory. Seeing him in action, it's a lot easier to understand why they didn't just throw his founding member ass out of the band for the weak, lackadaisical vocals he contributed on the first few albums. Plus he's wearing funny pants! Good old funny pants. 

Speaking of clothes that prevent girls from having sex with you, what on earth was the skinny bassist thinking when he prepared for his big gigantic Fleetwood Mac-style auditorium show by putting on a pair of stupid eyeglasses and short shorts? Chicks don't dig eyeglasses! Hell, optometrists don't even dig eyeglasses, and they BUILD them! 

More importantly however is the music. And musically speaking, Tom Lyle looks pretty damn cool in his black leather jacket. Unfortunately, every song at the first show is repeated in the second show (though admittedly they play the SLOW version of "Hall Of Fame" at one show and the fast version at the other), so you might be tempted to skip the first show entirely. But DON'T! This band's songs were so great, you shouldn't miss a moment! Especially since both shows start with "Blending In," an awesome, unforgettable punk riff as basic, instinctive and majestic as "Blitzkrieg Bop." Other must-hear pop-punk-metal blasters include "Mad At Myself," "Notch To My Crotch," "Please Understand" (which I've taken to singing as "Nice Pair of Pants") and a sneak preview of what would become one of the few fast songs on the band's self-titled 1986 album, "Hear The Scream." 

Yes, Government Issue. They may not have had any hit singles on your big radio stations and MTV, but if you're looking for high-energy, well-written punk music with hard rock, metal and pop influences, this DVD belongs on your turntable! 
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