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The MC5 were the culture wing of the White Panther Party, a revolutionary concept of the 1960s that could have only sprouted in Detroit. This 35-minute DVD contains but 11 songs in black and white, shot at an outdoor concert and at the Grande Ballroom by Leni Sinclair, wife of White Panther founder John Sinclair circa 1969. Cary Loren of Destroy All Monsters assembled the footage and added some psychedelic swirls to enliven these grainy images. Musically, the MC5 were raw and intense, precursors to both punk and heavy metal and like nothing on the scene at the time. Though their signature tune "Kick Out the Jams" will outlive us all, and "Motor City Is Burning" is a white blues landmark, there is nothing here that will convince the uninitiated that this "guitar army" (as John Sinclair called his first book) were front-line soldiers of the rock revolution. 
—Wayne Robins
