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MC5: Kick Out the Jams
Throughout much of the '60s, Detroit's aggressively rowdy and overtly political MC5 were to the Grateful Dead and Jefferson Airplane what Huey P. Newton and the Weathermen were to Timothy Leary. As the house band for John Sinclair's fledgling White Panther Party, the MC5 may have been the least mellow and laid-back group in a counter-culture still more accepting of flower power than power to the people. This attitude would change soon enough, though. As frustrations over political and social issues festered, the music got louder, nastier and more insistent. At the dawn of heavy metal, bands like the Stooges and Black Sabbath found nihilism to be an easier sell than radical politics, and the MC5 disappeared from view, along with the hippies. Leni Sinclair and Carey Loren's mongrel video production MC5: Kick Out the Jams is neither visually or sonically accomplished, but it does manage to capture the ferocious stage presence of a band that deserves to be in the Rock Hall of Fame a lot more than Billy Joel. Also included is a recent interview with Sinclair, who managed the band, and, in 1969, was sentenced to prison for more than 9 years for possession of two joints. He was released on orders of the Michigan Supreme Court, just days after 15,000 people attended a Free John Now Rally headlined by John Lennon and Yoko Ono. -- Gary Dretzka 
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