



MC5- Kick Out The Jams 

(Music Video Distributors, P.O.B. 280, Oaks, PA 19456).  

The film section of this is only about an hour and then as a bonus it features an interview from 2003 with John Sinclair. The interview is terrible, as they put music too it with lyrics and it is hard to understand John over the music lyrics. Purely produced as a extra and just not well conceived. The film itself features some truly amazing images of one of the most influential punk bands of all time. You really get a true sense that they were punk in the “Peter Fonda, Easy Rider” way as opposed to the Ramones or Sex Pistols. They were a hard rocking band with some crazy ideas in a time that those ideas may not have been too well appreciated. Like many of the films I have seen from this era, some of the footage is not synched with its original soundtrack. They have random live footage with random live audio recordings, but all aspects of this piece are really good. The quality of the transfer is very good on this show as well. I think any die hard MC5 fan will be thrilled with this release and any punk or music historian type will be instantly drawn to the content. The program features eleven full tracks from the band including both indoor and outdoor performances. For those who are not familiar with it, here you will find the original “Kick Out The Jams” and find out how much that song has been changed over the years in assorted covers. This is one of those bands that will never be duplicated and the fact that this was released by Creem magazine makes it all the better. If you don’t know what Creem is, be ashamed and get off your ass and do some research. (DVD)
- Myk Rudnick
