
MC5: KICK OUT THE JAMS

Reviewed by Winslow Leach
"The program contained on this DVD is a manifestation of an experiment in creating a collective consciousness that aimed to live life as loud as possible. The MC5 were at the center of a scene that talked revolution, and they walked the talk. Actually, they strutted it." - Brian J. Bowe, Editor CREEM Magazine
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THE REVIEW: The MC5 formed in Lincoln Park, a working class suburb outside of Detroit, Michigan. The band was made up of vocalist Rob Tyner, guitarists Wayne Kramer and Fred "Sonic" Smith, drummer Dennis "Machine Gun" Thompson and bassist Michael Davis. They originally started out as a a high energy R&B group influenced by the sounds of Motown sound and James Brown. As they continued to play their style began to transform into what they coined "avant rock". This was an extremely sonic, booming heavy blast of sound, signified by their song "Black To Comm". The Five sounded like Jimi Hendrix meets The Who on speed. Whatever band played with them in concert would literally be blown off the stage from their incredible and explosive onstage presence and sounds. 
The band later moved to downtown Detroit where there was a counterculture movement happening. The band tried hard to get the beatniks or pre-hippies to dig them, that way the younger kids who would be called hippies would follow along and support them. The MC5 decided that their best option was to perform for the leader of the beatniks, and frontman of The Artists Workshop ( a collection of poets, visual artists and musicians). His name was John Sinclair. Sinclair had been busted for marijuana possesion and he was returning home after a six month stay at the Detroit House of Corrections. The big celebration for Sinclair was where The MC5 would make their big impact. After waiting all day (and night) to get their chance to play for Sinclair, the band took the stage around 1 AM in the morning. The only problem was, John Sinclair decided to go upstairs and talk with all his friends whom he missed during his jail term. The Five's extremely loud and out of control sound was too much for the beatnik crowd, so John's wife Leni came downstairs and pulled the plug on them because they didnt want the fuzz to come busting in. 
After The Artrists Workshop was busted by police in 1967, a new group was formed called Trans-Love Energies. The Artists workshop had been about free artistic expression, TLE added another aspect into their scene: political/social activism. In the Spring of 1967, the counterculture leaders decided to have a Love-In on Belle Isle, a small island on the Detroit River. The Love In turned into a Hate-In whgen a group of bikers got into a big fight. The press got a hold of the story and this deepened the rift between the straights and the hippies. Over the next few years The MC5 were right at the heart of the social unrest that was going on in Detroit. Riots, death and craziness were common occurences in Detroit at this time due to economic depression and racial degradation and the Trans Love Energies were usually close by. 
In 1968, the Trans Love organization was sick of the craziness going on, so they decided to move out of Detroit to Ann Arbor, Michigan a college town. The band moved into a house on fraternity row and they became even more radical in the political scene. The band performed at the Festival of Life in Chicago (the only band that played). This festival was going on at the same time as the 1968 Democratic convention, which had turned into a riot of its own. After this event, the world was watching the MC5 and the government was watching them as well. 
The MC5 continued to be active and agressive in the counter-culture. They even became part of The White Panthers, the caucasian counterpart to Huey Newton's radical Black Panther Party. in 1969, MC5 associate Pun Plamondon was indicted along with John Sinclair for a conspiracy to bomb the CIA office in Ann Arbor. Plamondon was charged with the bombing, but went on the lam and he also made the FBI's 10 Most Wanted List for it which actually made him a superstar in the Movement. 
In the next couple of years the circumstances drove The White Panther Party apart and soon The MC5 split with John Sinclair who had been sentenced to 10 years in prison for having two joints. The band went on to record two more albums: "Back In The USA" and "High Time", then they broke up in 1972. On the brighter side, John Sinclair was released from prison in 1971 after the Michigan Supreme Court overturned his conviction. 
Like many other revolutionaries, The MC5 were not around very long, but in that time, their lights burned very bright and they tried to create a positive change in society. They may not have succeeded in changing the world, but they did make a huge impact on popular music and have remained an inspiration for generations of musical artists. 
THE DVD
SONGS PERFORMED: LOOKING AT YOU, RAMBLIN' ROSE, KICK OUT THE JAMS, BLACK TO COMM, I WANT YOU RIGHT NOW, ROCKET REDUCER NO. 62 (RAMMA LAMA FA FA FA), THE PLEDGE SONG, COME TOGETHER, STARSHIP, MOTOR CITY IS BURNING, SHAKIN' STREET. 
REGION: 0
STUDIO: Music Video Distributors
FILM SPECS: Presented in (4:3) Fullscreen. Color. 
EXTRAS: A psychadelic interview with Artists Workshop founder John Sinclair at Crazy Jim's Restaraunt filmed on 11/19/03. Sinclair remembers his first meetings with the MC5, how he came to become friends and manage the group and explains how he helped to expand their artistry as musicians and performers. This interview is slightly incoherent because of the double audio tracks playing at the same time. You may have to watch it a couple times to pick it all up. You can hear a second audio track of poetry being read by Sinclair as he talks about his history with the group outside a place called Crazy Jims. 
AUDIO: Dolby Digital 5.1 Surround Sound. Turn your stereo system up to 11 and, in the tradition of the MC5: KICK OUT THE JAMS MOTHERFUCKER!!
THE FINAL WORD: The MC5 were truly a revolutionary rock band. Their sound was unmatched by other artists, the only band that would come close to them would be The Who. Yet, even The Who didnt have the sonic force and aggression or style The Five had. This "avant rock" as the band called it was really the precursor to punk rock or "proto punk". Along with fellow Detroit native/wild child Iggy Pop, The MC5 put Detroit on the map as one of the most unique places for the new era of rock n roll. This DVD shows the MC5 in all their psychadelically wild glory. Filled with footage from their many concerts and the 60s kaleidoscope mind trip visuals, this will bring those who never experienced the late 60s LSD/Hippie era back to that time, The MC5 were at the forefront of a New Rennisance. Their paintbrushes were their voices, their drums and their loud blasting guitars. KICK OUT THE JAMS is a spectacular film about those inglorious days of change in the world. 
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