
Kick Out The Jams DVD - Music Video Distributors 2005
Leave it to Music Video Distributors to take an album as terrible as Kick Out The Jams and somehow manage to make an incredibly entertaining DVD out of it. What the DVD does, see, is it puts the MC5's early, shitty sound in context, in such a way that you can even understand what people would SEE in the boring, simplistic crap they put on their first record (incidentally, their second and third albums are really, really great, so don't think I'm an MC5 'playa hata'). Forget the music and dig that huge-afroed lead singer, cooler-than-all-hell-looking Wayne Kramer (who interestingly looks a LOT like the Flaming Lips' Wayne Coyne did when he was younger - and both are DEAD RINGERS for Wayne Newton!), and all sorts of great sweaty exciting jumping up and down and thrashing all around and throwing instruments up in the air and smashing drums and just whacking the crap out of everything. Like George Bush singing in the shower, they were musically a complete bore but visually exciting as hell! 

Not only that, but the DVD interpolates the cool concert footage (from a few different shows - one inside, one outside and I think there's another inside but who the hell knows) with other telling footage from the era -- anti-Vietnam protests, political pins and buttons, t-shirts, hippy freakers, free love in the Park, marijuana, etc. -- in such a way that the two-chord crap-smash volume blasts of "Come Together" and "Ramblin' Rose" actually make sense to a modern-day audience that isn't completely bombed out of its universal mind on CIALSD. Plus, the DVD makers were kind enough to include live renditions of "Looking At You" and "Shakin' Street," two tracks from the far, FAR superior Back In The USA LP, a must-own album if ever the Musical Earth saw one prior to The Ramones' 1976 invention of rock and roll. 

The bonus material is just 20 minutes of elderly John Sinclair in 2003 belching and talking about the old days though, so don't feel compelled to sit through that crap. If I wanted to see old people with gas, I'd go to a Sonic Youth concert, thanks! 

That was me "cleverly" putting down Sonic Youth. Pretty wild. Do they give out awards for "400 billionth person to commit the same act"? 
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